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EDITOR’S PAGE.

Here is the 25th issue of Avana Amudham.

This issue also contains some interesting articles for the
readers.

In their article, Thiru P. Rajendran, Ph. D., Scholar and,
Dr. Santhanakrishnan, have defined how the sources of data are
classified by the Scholars in their thesis. This will be some what
nseful to the fresh Scholars, while commencing their research
work. '

The article “HEGEMONY OF THE MARAVARS OF
VADAGHERRI” by THIRU M. Sendurpandian, is a valuable
addition to the literature on South Indian History. He has brought
out in his introduction, the history of Vadagherri Maravars, which
hitherto, was not flashed, in detail, by the historians. His des-
cription as tohow Vadagherri Rulers came to power under “Direct
Descendant System” and how one and all of them continued to
involve themselves in the Welfare activities, in the interest of public,
add credit to the administrative efficiency of those Rulers.
In fine, he has quoted 14 poems in praise of the Vadagherri Poligars
which are worth reading. The best dpart of this article is the one
which portrays the bravery of the Vadagherri Poligar who courage-
ously waged war with the ‘Mighty Sethupathy *in the earlier
part of 18th century and repulsed Sethupathy’s force.

Mrs. Hemalatha’s article on ““Pearl Fisheries’” makes the
reader understand how the South Indian temples derived their
revenue in 19th Century.

Tit bits, and other regular features on the activities of the
Tamil Nadu Archives also form part of this issue, as usual.

The Tamil section of the issue continues to bear the history
of Pradhaba Mudaliar.

- We whole heartedly welcome articles of historical value
from the readers to improve the standard of the journal.

' M. GOPALAKRISHNAN,
Editor (Gazetteers).
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SOURCES OF HISTORICAL RESEARCH

P. RAJENDRAN. Ph. D. Scholar -
AND '
. DR. S. SANTHANA KRISHNAN,
Director, V. 0. C. College of Fducation Tuticorin- 628 008.

Sources of Historical Research:

Historical research isthe application of the scientific method of inquiry to
historical problems. It demands standards of careful methodology and spirit
comparable to those  which  characterise other types of research.

Historical research is one of the most difficult types of investigaiion to-
conduct adequately. Although every one is a historian inthat he remembers what
occurred inthe past, such history dees not meet the criteria of historical research.
‘While historical research does not meet some ofthetestsof the scieniific method,
it does not qualify fromthe standpcint of its subscriptionto the same principles
and the same scholarship and accuracy which charac erize all scieniificresearches.

Soarces of' data :

Historical research data are vsually classified in‘o two main categories:

1. Primary  sources are eyewitness accoun's. They are reporied
by an actual observer or participant in an event.

2. Secondary sources are accoun's of an event that were not actually
witnessed bythe reporier. The repor er may have ialked with an aciual observer
or read an account by anobserver. But hisor her testimony is not that of and
actual participant or observer. Secondary sources may sometimes be used,
but, because of the distoriion in passing an information, the his’ orian used them
only when primary data are not available. '

Primary sources of data : - s

. Documents—Documen's are the records kept and written by ac'ual participan s
In or witnesses of, an event. These sources are produced for the purpose of
transmi ting informationto be vsed inthefuture. Documents classified asprimary
Sources are constiitlions, char.ers, laws, court decisions, official minties or
records, autobiographics, leiters, aiaries, geneologies, census informations,
Contracts, d>ads,  wills permits licerses addidavits depositions decla-
ra ions, proclamations, certificates, lists,handbills, receipts, magazine and news-
paper accounts, advertisement s, maps, diagrams, books, pamphlets, Catalogues,
films, pic'ures, Pain.ings, inscrip.ions, recordings, transcriptions and research
TEpor S. . .

Remains of relics.—Remains of relics are objecis associa‘ed with a person group
or Qeriod. Fossils skeletons, tools, weapons, food, utensils, ¢lothing, buildings.
furni ure, picures, paintings, coinsand art objec s are examples of 1hose relics
and remzinthat were not deliberately intended forc seintransmi.ting information
or as records However, these sourcs may provice clear evidence about the past.
The contents of an ancient bu rial place, tor instance, may reveal a greal a ceal of
information about the way of life of people, their food, clothing, tools, weapons,
ar:, religious beliefs, means of livielihood and customs. Similarly, the contents
of an insti*ution for the mentally ill or men ally retarded can reveal a good ceal ol
information about the way the clien s were treated, including the quality of fooc.,
the oppor uni y for work and recreational aciivities ana whea her abuses
regularly occured.

Oral testimony.—Oral testimony isthe spoken accoun: of a wiinessorof a
Par icipan’ 1n an event This evidence is obtained in a personal interview and may
be recorded or transcribed as the witness relates his or her experiences.

Secondary sources of data:

The sources of information transmited by one who was neither a parti-
cipani in, nor an eye-wi'ness of the original even* are called secondary sources
These are generally of limi.ed wor*h in scientific research wyrk because they are
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second hand informations,{rom one wio merely repor.s wia® an ac ually participant
or wi nes ssaid or wioze. Tney are ofien several times removed from the original
even . most his ory texi books and encyciopaedias are examplesof secondary
sources.

For a good researc; projec ,it is nzcessary for the researchesto search his data.
from as many primary so.irces as he can lay nis handson. Sscondary sources may
some’imes prove very useful in providing informa ion about primary so.rces bat
they should never be taken as final.

Primary sources of Historical research in Education :

Many of the old ma'erials men ioned inthe proceeding sec.ion provide primary
evidence tha may be useful specifically is s udying the hisiory of education. A
n:mber 1s lisied here.

Official records and other documentry materlals.—Included in this ca-egory
are records and reports of legislative bodies and state deparimen‘al of public ins-
trucion, city superintenden s, principles, presiden s,deans, aepartmen” heads, -
educational Committees, min .tesof sc1ool boards and boardsiftrus‘ees, surveys
 professional and.lay Perioaicals, ann -als, blletins, courses of study, C rricalam
gaides, a‘hele’ic game records, programmes (for gradua‘ion, drama'ic, musical
anl a‘hele ic even s), examina‘ions, repori cards, drawings, teacher and papil
personnel files, samples of suden” work and recordings.

Oral testimony.—Included here are inerviews wi'h adminis ra‘ors, teachers
ani other school employees, S:uden's and relatives scool pa‘rons or lay ci'izens
and members of governing boies.

Relics. —Included in theis ca'egory are , 1eaCiing materials, €q.iipmen”,
mnrals, decorative pic ures, tex books, examina‘ions ani sample of s.uden: w,rk.

Refere/zcés : .
1. AGGARWAL, J. C..—An introduction to Educational Research, New Delhi,
Arya Book Depot, 1966.

2. BEST, JOHN W. and KHAN JAMES, V.—Research in Education, New Delhi
Prentice Hall of India (Private) Limited (]985).

3. GOQDE, WILLIAM, J. and HATT, PAUL. K.Methodsin Social Regearch,
London, Mc. Graw Hill Book Company IN C (1952). :

4. KULBIR SINGH SIDHU, Methodology of research in Education: New
Delhi, Sterling Publishers (Private ) Limited, (1985),
5. SHARMA, B.AV, RAVINDRA PRASAD and SATYA NARAYANA P —

Research Methods in Social Sciences —New Delhi, Steriing Pupli i
R (Lo ) ilng Puablishers (Private)

6. SUKHIL.A:_. S.P. MEHROTRA P.V.aai MEHROTRA R.N. Elements
of Educational Research, New Delhi: Allied Publishers (Private) Limiged, (1963).
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HEGEMONY OF THE MARAVARS OF VADAGHERR]

BY M. SENDURPANDIAN
Introduction )

Tae antiglarians and Hisiorians of the modern times founded that
Marvars ware the confemporaneous sec.s from Sangahm Age.! Some
of the recent research papers would acede to this ienets. Tney were no'ed for
their mariial prowess. It is s ated that they habitated in the areas of Ramanatha-
puram, Pudukko'tai, Tiruchirappalll, Madurai and Tinnavelli Disirics. Once
these terrizories were under the Pandia’s Kingdom. Legend says that il.ere was
a Marva Se=tlemen: effec.ed by one Muthukrishnappa Nayak of Madurai-
Dazs’y in the 17:h cenury 2. Under this settlement, Marvars were vesieu
with-powars to suppress .ie crime and protec. the travellers on the paris of ile
Marva Country. B.t,-even prior to this setlement, the Poligars Sysiem  was
evolved bzsides the desa kaval sysiem. 3 Under this system also, Maravars enjoyed
the reign of power to the southern part of the Marava Coun ry.

Here, we, speak of the Vadagherri palaiyam, one of the Marava palaiyam
in the Wes'ern part of Tinnalvelli Country. This Vadagherri maravars were
earlier setile in the parts of Tenkasi Country under Pandiyas. Thke hegemony
of these maravars are chronologically aealt below, right found 14th centrry.

Vadagherri—A physical Description ;

Vadagherri now lies in Tirunelvelly Dis.rict wien uncer tle rtulers of
Poligars of Vadagherri, i was subjec.ed to atack by the Travancoerons visa-
vis, the Vadagherri Athikkam also raided the territories of Travancore. Vada-
gherri gains imporiance , since it s anas at the motth of the Shencottah, which
is fifteen miles South of Vadagherri. In between Vadagherri and S-encoitah lies
Panpullipatnam waich is seven miles North West of Tenkasi Town. This village
was famous for its Lord S.ibramania Swami,.iemple, wiich attrac.ed devoees
around. (Theidol was brougat from the old fort of Kottaimalai). The
ass mption is that the village served the Travancoreans as a place of refuge
during their many incursions in the Tinnevelly country.?

Roberi Orme-(1759) speaks of tle invasion on botl sides as having been
led through ‘“the pass of Shencottah .3 ‘

Migration of Vadagherri Maravars:

Crembinadu in Ramanathap, ram Dis rict was tlhe place wiaere from
the ancestors of the Maravars of Vadagherri migra ¢d 10 Courtallam. Thot.gh
Maravars in general were dedicated ihemselves w0 Lord Siva and Visknu il.ese
maravars in par.iuclar, were dedicated 1o Lord Siva at Courtallam. Tley arrived
there and s'ored their martial powers .anji buavery before the King Pancia
Peria Kalasekhara wio then ryled the Tenkasi country. It was by King Kula-
sekara thyat thsy were called “CHEMPULIS” THle King also assigned them
three towns inliiing Vadagherri® The civmb lis were (1) Chinnananju, (2)
Periyananj i, (3) Muthananju, (4) Poovananja ant (5) Nallananju. These
five feadutoris had done many services to the Lord Siva, inder a Kurumbala
tree in the vicinity of Pothigai Malai.”

The first Reign of Chembuli Chinnananjath Tnevar (13911434 AD).

. “Among the five brothers el'est of the family Chemb.li Chinnananjath
Thevar came to power. He took earnest effort to construct a  choultry, a
mandapam and frontage of the tenple of Courtallanathar Kulavgi  Mozhi
Ammon at Coutrallam. He spent 32, 385 Sovereign for the pirpose.?

Ramanatay.ram District Gazeiteers — p. 64.

Ibid (p. 77). ’

Tinnavelli Dis rict Gazeiteers p. 331.

Tinnavelly Dis'ric Gazeiteers by H. Pate.

1bid.

The History of Poligars ¢f Vadagherri alias Chokkanpatti 196.
Do. ’
Do.
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The Second Reign (1434—1461) :

It was Muthananjath Thevar, the third in the line of heir succeeded as the
second reign to Vadagherri. There is however no evidence to show as to why
Periananjath Thevar, the Second brother of this feudatory was not crowned in
the throne of power in 1434 itself. The inference might be that the first ‘reign-
might have died intestate. The second reigniner also took interest in the
construction of the interior portion of the Courtallanathar—Kulalvoimozhi
Ammon temple. During this period, Veerapancia (1437) ruled the Tenkasi
country. whowas the son of Pancia King Peria Kulasekara. Muthananjath Thevar
had spent 30,251 sovereigns for the temple renovation work. ?

The third Reign (1462—1490):

Kalathiappa Thevar , the third reign was the circct descendant of the 2nd
reign who came to power in a year or so, after this father. His Minister —was
Courtalla natha Pillai. During his period, chariots for Swami, Amman,
Vinayagar and Subramaniar were erecied. He also built the surrounding arcace
of Kumara temple ana Chenkottai road bridge. The temple renovation work
was completed by him at a cost of 11,851 soverigns. Ponnuveerapandian was
the then ruler of the Tenkasi couniry (1475 A.D.) who was having administration
control over Vadagherri palaiyam.

The Fourth Reign (1490—1515):

Athiveerarama Thevar, the son of Kalathiappa Thevar was the four ruler
of Vadagherri. He was also an innovator who began to construct the Eswaran
Temple of Vaaagherri, His own fort town and startec vork on a fort in the
Western side of Vaaagherri town for v hich he spent 5;551 Sovereigns. 11

He made a change in his aoministrative set up, by appointing his own
brother Periasami Thevar as the Manager under him. There is however no trace
as to why ‘he appointec his own brother as his Manager. ;

The Fifth Reign (1516—1522):

Vallaraya Thevar the Fifth reign of Vadagherri participa‘ew. in the war for
territorial claims between two pandias, and died as a war  victim. He ruled
Vadagherri only for a short span when compared 1o his ancestors. It ‘was
customary the those days that white waging war, the feu datories been to be called
on for their help, by the Kings of their Regions.

In this battle one Ponnuveerapandian fought against Kulasekhararaja’s
.Cousin Alagan Perumal Raja who was the then ruler of Tenkasi Coun:ry, and
ultimately lost his life. The battle was held at Kuppukurichi which could not
be localised now. 2

The Sixth Reign (1536—1596):

Thirikuda Rajagopala Thevar was the son of Vellaraja Thevar who lost his.
life in the War—with the consent of Kulasekararaja, Thirikuda Rajagopala
Thevar had crowned zs the sixth reign of Vadagheeri. His brother Perivasami
Chinnananja h Thevar was his Manager and one Erulananjath Thevar was his
commandant. The Minister was one Tirukudana'la Pillai son of Kutialanatha
Pillai. He ruled for morethan 40 years.. Du ring his period, a fort at Melachokam
patti his period, a fort at Melachokam patti was consirucied. And the
construction  of the wall in the Courtallanatha swamy Temple which was in half
way then was also completed. The ruler spent 45,412 Soverigns for these work. ¥

9. Ibid.
10. Ibid.
.11, Ibid.
12. Ibid.

13. Ibid.
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There were political ac iviiies in compleciy  of.ike marwars cci‘em-
poraries for it was the crucial period of ke transi ion of the Naik’s rule in Tamil-
coun.ry (Madura) Viswanatha Naik (1559—1563) Kumara Krishnappa Naik
alias Periya Veerappa Naik and Viswanatha Naik II were the rulers of the Madura
Coun ry afier the Vijayanagar Dominion. Besides, Por.ugusse first set foro: on
the Tinnavelli Coast wi Iy an eye on pearl fishery of the gulf of mannar.t.

The Brutal Murders by Tenkasi Rulers:

In view of the conflic'ing and in confirmen’ with the sorry s:a'e of affairs the
Kaya ta Pandias revenged the Tenkasi rulers in an lawiul manner as narra ed
above and the strained relationsiip ir.at had cropped up, between the Rulers of
Kaya:tar and Tenkasi as indicated below :—

During this period, Veerapandia Raja (1585), the younger brother of
Kulasekara Raja (1572))along with his Minister Raja Kula Thevar defeaied
Alagan Perumal Raja (1572), Seevalamaran Raja, Giriyaper: mal - Raja, and
killed them cruelly. Consequen iy 'i:e king of Kaya iar, Mavalivellum Peru.mal
Raja with his force came to take revenge L.ponthem. To his s. rprise, Ki lasekara
Maharaja, his ciildren and his Minister commi fed suicide. Thereafter, Mavali
ve tumPerumal Raja reigned Tenkasi Coun ry.?? =

He. was against Cheras and Cholas:

At this junc.ure, Mai_rai was ruled by four Caieftains and tlhere was often
insurrection from Caeras and Chclas. Southern fe.datory (rulers) were called
on io figh uniedly agains the Coeras and Cnolas. Accordingly Vadakarai
Periaswami Cainnananja' h Taevar, his Commandan Erclannanjath Thevar and
his C»asin Perianznja h Tnevar Joined and took aciive part in the war. They
foaght for more than 8 years in the Madura coun ry in waich and the former two
die1 and the ianer alone re'urned to the country.- By this time, the rulers who
were at Tenkasi and Kaya:ar had left for Cochin on the impression that the above
Chief.aius had lost their livesin the war. The 6.h ruler died without
any heir or direc’ descendent. 8

The Seventh Reign (1602—1629 AD.) :

Tae qrestion of nex: ruler was se'tled with the traditions of the reign.
Accordingly, the warrior Periananjath Thevar conducted the  Coronation
ceremony a° Vadagherri Eswaran Moolai Koitai instead of Kannimoolaikotiai
in waica his son Kimara M th Chinnananjath Thevar was crowned. One
Vai hiappa Pillai, the uncle of Tirikk danatha Pillai was his Minister. He laid
s ones for the arcade pla form surrounding swami Co.r.talanathar Tairiha
Mazaniapam a. Courtalam. He died af er 27 years of rule.  He spent 7051
Sovereigns on iemple renova'ion work.?

‘The Eighth Reign (1630—1659 AD):

Af er the death of Kimaram:thu Chinnananjath Thevar, his son Sivanandia
Thevar succeeded him and his Commandan: was Periapichai Pillai whose fa her
Vai hiappan Pillai was the Commandant to the 7th Reign, a close relaive of
Thirik ‘danatha Pillai the Minis er in the sixth reign. He celebra ed the Ashta-
banlan K :mbabishekam of Thastambam in Cour talalinga fa her temple for
which he spen: 14,160 sovereigns,!8

'14. The Tinnelvelli District Gaze:teers H.R. Page.
15. The History of Paligars of Vadagherri alias :C‘;lokkanpa.ﬁé.
16. Do
17. Ibid.
18. Ibid.
201—4—2
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The Ninth Reign (1669-1721) and the visit of Thirumalai Naik of Madura :

Here we have ‘o deal wi h cer'ain Naik rilers of  Madvra cor mry, lest
this regional his‘ory will not- a”ain i s own hisieric artlenicihy. We were
aware tha' Marava Cor n'Ty was 2! one :ime vnder the Vijaya Nagar rulers.  The
ex en' of Marava Cot n Ty was only se-led by one Mu:ia krisinappa Naik at er
the fall of Vijayanagar Empire. Trkis disorderly Marava region was se:tled by
the avthori'y, one by one ; Firs of all Sethw region wae se tled under'le leader-
ship of Udayan Se hupa hy in 1605. In order 7o cen ralise powers in Naiks
hands, they held expecition frem Nor h 1o South frem the period of Viswanatha
Naik.

Thirumalai Naick of Madvra and his general Ramappaiya (Ramappaial)
visi'ed Couri-alam wien Periasami Thevar, son of  Sivanandiya The var was
crowned along with his brother Rajagopal Thevar. During this visi » all the
Southern rulers were invited to arend 1kis Coronaticn Ceremmony and 1le Poligars
paid to tributes Periasami Thevar. Thirt mala Naick also  gave gif sto  tle
crowned Chiefiains and witnessed tte cereirony. During their ¢ocasion, Piclai
Pillai was induc'ed as the Minister.?

Reclamation in the Vadagherri Reign:

They decided to appoin’ scclpters Thillai Nayagam Actari of Kt mbakonam,
Ramana =~ Achari of Krrictee Pappangilam, Naliacourtallamaciari of
Tenkasi to finisk 1he above Saba work. Treyncer took many importan’ works
"in and arornd Cour tallam for which fhey Fad spent one thousand sovereigns.
Only on this occasion, Chi‘rasaba tie front Mancapam of temple, Teppakt lamr, -
Middle Mandapam, Gop: ram, Tenkasi Eleplan® Bridge and Iren Ericge in tte
‘place of Wooden bridge were all consiriced.20 '

The confrontation among Southern Poligars;

Strained relationship developea between Cleitir and Tenmalai Poligars.
The Caetivr Poligar Sivaprakasa Thirv vannat!.a Dorai pro ceeced ‘o Vacdeglerrn
and made a represenfation against tre Sivagiri Poligar. Cheiturar praisec. Peria-
swami Thotai in a poem, e hac writ‘en. He Periasami Thorai sent Fis  army
rnder Ponnambala Pillai fo Trenmalai. Tre Fort at Thenmalai was eSiT0yed.
Tn this baitle, U tumalai Poligar backed Sivagiri Poligar. Vadaglern Poligar
punished U v malai Polipar by Killing ki, The U 1T ralel Rani and 1<r 1wo
sons left their place and stayed in Tenkasi. Tre Rani Poosai Thavar, wife of iate
Poligar of U tumalai sent her emissaries "o Vacaglerri Chinnanania I» Thevar
to sec'.re his kelp who then orcered fo constni ¢ a Fertr at Ui malei, for Reni.

Vadagherri Versus Sethupathis:

Infuriated with 1his ac’ of Chinnananjath Thevar, Sivagiri Poligar met
Vijaya Raghunatha Setht patti at Ramanatbap: ram and complained against
Vadagherri Poligar. Vijay Ragunatha Setiupathy (171¢—1725) accorcingy sent
his army "o challenge Vadagherri. Nothing lappened 1o Vadaghrerri  but tle
force was ren Ised because all the Poligars of the dis rict extenced Felping Land
to Vadagherri.2!

The stolen deity of Sankaranainar Keil :

One Shenbagagan pa‘tar stole the principal deity of Sankaranainar Koil
and plzdged it at Thiruvoirakosamangai. This was known ‘o the Sethi.paly
and he orered to perform pija etc. to the deity in the temple itself. The deiy
wa$ S¥olen i ring the war be' ween Setiupatii’s and Vadaghegriyaks nesr Sankaren
koil. There were thyee aei‘ies at Sankarnkoil one lingam, one Nararayanar
and Gomathi Ambigai Hence pooja cot Id lLave been perferred ‘o any one of
these deity. This isst.¢ was bottering tle people at Sankaranainar koil and. tley
renorted The matter to Alagappa Midali of Tin nelveli Corn'ry. He made it
bigissue and called all the co mmancen's of tte Poligers of tte district o make

-—r_xmemry

19. Ibid.
20. Ibid.
2. Ibid.
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© arzangements to recover the deity. But everyboay was reli cfant. Tiey said
that it coulda be possible only through Vadagherriyar. But, Vacaglheiriyar was
until then indifferent towards Alagappar, as he Lad never approacl.ed Alagappar.
Alagapnar had then felt the need of the Forr and sent word 10 Ponnambaiam
Pillai, the Commandant to Vadagherriyar. Tlen, Vacdagherriyar immediately
dep: ted Ponnambalam Pillai with one ht néred mento Alagappar. Alagappar
invited Ponnambalam Pillai to his Court and made an appealti o himto proceed
to Ramanathapram with his men in orcer (o bring forti.wi'l. itle idol from
Se i pathy. Ponnambalam Pillei went to Sethu patli, stayed as Lis guesi for
somefime and won the appreciation ol Seihu.paiii by Lis aciicns end iic poens.
This made Setht pathy to yield at last and concece lis requ ¢t .2*

The end of Ninth Reign:

Chrembuli Chinnananjath Thevar had {wo sons anc one dag glter. They
were Kumarac'innananjiah, Sivaramiah and Poovathal. Thke younger broiler
of the former by name, Rajagopala Thevar had seven sgns. Kuimara Chinna-
nanjath Thevar in anothet atempt cdestroyed tie Tlenmalai Fort of  Sivagirn
Palayakar. Sivaramiah died of small poX. Poovat]al was marrie¢ o Peria-
swami Thevar, son of Suncakkai Veerappa Thevar. Wken both of ke died

" x Ha >

(Chinnapattam and Periapa‘tam) )their stals were erectec at Jpefttalomalar,
temple.  Vadagherri was ruled by one Thirumalai Kt mara Cligednariat T iévai-
{(Periapa‘tam) ana his brother Sivarama Chinnananjath THefir (Clanfiaparsam)

(1722—1728) and Sivarama Chinnananjath Thevar a’.laingi;?’iﬁlt feign wlen ile
former died (1729—1731). During his perioc, mo1 niain spring fnil € opef ile
Thirumalai Andavar temple was expanded and renovaied § ’l{g’s;’déx fQnt  EIEm:s
sanc ioned by ihe Poligar.23 : gt o S
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The attitude of Ponnambalam Pillai : '  E

.\\. - ‘\

While the temple renovation work was under progress,” Commander
Ponnambalam Pillai desired ‘o 0o renovation with his own modey {hat "6 -in.Lis
name. But ihe Poligar refused o do go. Aggrieved, Pillai wenign pilgrimage ™
to Tirunelveli, where he stoyed in the place of Alagappar. Knowing-this; he
people of the Poligar, req: ested Poligar 1o bring Piliai back .o his  Coi n1y-
They quotea variou.s reasons in suprort of iheir requ es. 10 Poligar, one of wkich
being that the stay with Alagappar would bring cisgrace 1o 1ie Poligar. TLis
was accepted by the Poligar and e agreed .o bring back Pillai.

“The Reaction on the issue of Ponnamkalam Pillai :

Thus, the problem was solved peacefilly. Tie reac ion of Periaswany
Thevar, husband of Poovathal in tic matter, aid  huri tle feelings of his  five
brothers ana in turn they criticised Periaswamy Thever. This led Periuswen y
Thevar to act against the Poligar. Ultimarely, }is brotlhers and e plannce +o kilt
all the of them. The Poligar and others j.ad to seck skeiter ai  K(cayanelhr
Periaswamy Thevar came to know tlis and killed ‘lem. Afer ilis incicen,
Periasami Thevar came to power with Poovat!al's minor Son en 1Lis lap. Bif,
the chile died on the 7th day afier coronation (1731-1741).2 ,

The death of Alagappar, Tirunelveli Renter"

All these hadpenings in Vadageherri were let known to Sivagiri Poligar and
he was awaiting  for ana opporitnity to  take revenge and pt nish Vadagherri
Poligar and to regain Thenmalai. At {lat time, Sivagiri Poligar went to
A agapar in Tirunelveli and made certain Claims agains. .le  Vadagterri.
Periaswami Threvar of Vadagherri came to know of “Sivaghirian’s Plens® and le
immediately went to Sivagiri and sought support of his own pien 1krovgh Kalai
Servaikaran, a Secret Agent 1o {le Poligar of Sivagiri. In this
episode Sivagiri Poligar agreed 10 the plan of Vadagherriar and killed Alagappa
Mud?ﬂ‘. with the connivance of Kalaiservaikaran. A new fort was ereced  at
Sivagiri (1733-34). The Poligar of Sivagiri chose to cunstruct 1lis Fort ratler

22. Ibid. T
23. Ibid.
24, Tbid,
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than in Treamna'ai waica was des.royed by the ex-ruler of Vadagherri. At a
later pzrird, Alagadpa M daliar’s son Kumara Talavoy came to Sivagirl with
his army aal killed Varaguna Rajavanniar to avenge his father’s death.

Maypillai Perisamy - Taevar reignza in Vadagherri and his Commanders
wzare Ponnambalam Pillai, Toirumalai Pillai, Asiantaadoom Pillai and Chidamba-
barathaalava M aaliar. In his courc, only literary works of  Crandrakala
Manjari, Paliu, Paravappatham were wrilten ana presented firsi before Learned
m2n. Wien he diea, his wife Poovathal also died in his pyre.

The Supiriori'y Question :
Tac nest whd was  crowaed in Vadagherri was  Kalahiappa Thevar,
son of Sankarakumara Thevar, Wwho has the paternal uncle of

Mappiliai Periasamy Tnevar. Tais was disliked by Ponnambalam
Pillai the Commandan of Vadagherri. Then he called on Chinnananjath
Taevar, son of Sivarama C.innananjath Taevar o the fori of Mela

Cikkamdaii and crowaed him as the Ruler of Vadaghierrion the
sane day waen Kala‘hiappa Tnevar was crowned. Hence there was
rioting and sruggle over the issue of superioriy. To  setle this
issie, the people of that palayam wen. to the Rajaof Travancore
(Malayalam King). Tne Raja had given his verdict that Kalathiappa
Taevar bz Periapatam and the Camnnananjath Thevar be Crinnapatam.
Sx'isfed by the verdic: of Raja everybody reurned to the Palayam.
Bit, a'er reurn from Malayalam, Kalahiappa Thevar died of acule
fever. Taen Ciinnananja Taevarreigned and ruled from 1744 to 1749.
His cymmandan: was - Savariperamal Pillai??

The death of Commandant :

Taereafier, his son Kumar Cninnananjath Thevar came to power
and ruled from 1750 to 1760. His commandan: was Savariperumal
Pillai. Savariperamal Pillai was dominating in all political activities
inand arouni the palayam. His ‘commands were carried out in respect
ofthe family affairs’ of Vadagherriyar and -every.hing was done only
according to his wishes. Zamindar also toobey his words. One day
the Zamindar wen: to Tiranelveli saw the Nawab's Agent Khan Sahib
and told everything tha: happened inhis Palayam. He was only a silent
spec’a‘or without showing any 'Sign of reaction. - Waen he returned
to his place he planned to meei Satariperumal Pillai, but, at Tenkasi.
Accordingly  prior intimation was given to Pillai to go over to
Tenkasi from Vadagherri. It was a. the house of the Commandant,
he was mardered by his own men and his belongings were looted
as per the orders of the Zamindar 28, :

&* * * * * *
So: far we have covered the regimes of mighty powers  of
Pantias, invading Vijayanagar Naicks, the troubled - reign of the Portu-
giese and the Dutch, the decline of Vijayanagar,the Mohammadans

the Madara Naicks,the Mysoreans, the Marathas, then the inmerven'ion
of the Briiish and the French inthe Tinnevelly counry. -

LI T

Tae Carnatic powers were then holding ‘the en‘ire south with

the interveniion of the British and the French then and there.
The new scene was created by 1748.  The Nawabs were fighting for
astablishing their power. In 1749, Mohammed Ali succeeded to throne
in Tiruchi. He sen: his denuiies  to Tirunelveli in 1751, besides a
small de'achment of  Englishmen wunder Lieutenant Innis. Probably
the first Engish man to epter  Tirunelvell Country. Then Colonel
Heronled 500 Evropeans tothe' south *in1755. Again in 1756 Yusuff Khan

25. Ibid.

26. 1bid.

27. Ibid.

2R, (Ibid.
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was - aespa‘ched o Tirunslveli. He joinzd  Mahfuskhan at  Kayatlar.
Now, Pooli Taevar conmempia el a umion among ine Poligars o repulse
the Briisn. Among ail, “Vadagherri Poligur was the most powerfull of the

western Poligars of Tivunelveli as his districts abjoined in the west by the Poolithevar’s

who led him.-®.  Tols is .ne  version ¢ Robdzit Orme w.oen he ( otes
the Valsgrerri Poligar Komara Calnaananja o Taevar in iis book ‘History
of  Indoos an.’ Tuoug: e Poyoll Toever was ipe  fust  Poligar ‘o

revol. against the Briish in the reglon, ne was boldy backed by the
Vadagherri  Poligar who was very adaman: and weo strongly condem-
ned tae acion of ine Arivish azains. we Poligars as e wanedio
over throw tae Brirish Agea: Yus.ff Kian from his Tiranelveli co.nry. ™
Vadagherri was many .imes atacked bytne enemies forces. In
1764, Lic tenan: Robbert Kelly atacked tne Fort and  caprured i%.%!
(19th  July  1764). Trere was a nigh  skirmish in wiicn he Jjoined
wi'nh Poolihevar at Tenkasi Temple wien he seized 27 " horses of
Briish army wiaicah was led by Yusuff Khan ®,

During that time, 3 temples belonging to Vadagherri was razed
to gro.nd by Yusuff Knan. Many villages around Trnenkasi were laid
was e since the poligar possessed the woole districc of Thenkasi33
After taking over many villages in the Region, he British Agen. placed
all the villagesin the Trenkasi tal k for coliecion of ren' under Jadar
Paillhi-a  Kiladar.3* Vadag erri For.  securi.y was also entrusted 1o
bim. . Vadagherri was under the Government cuStody between 1762 to
1767. Meanw.ile Komava Chinnananjath Thevar died in 1764. His son
Periasamy Caembuli Cpinnanjach Trevar had regained exclusive control
of nine villages waich were later added fo Trenkasi talik. As ke
Vadagherri was capured by Nowob’s army the Poligar had to go‘to
Cnokkampati the village already belonged to Vadagherri Palayam, which

was headquarters from 1767.

The change of Head quarters :

Thereafter, it was called as Chokkmpati 3° Zamin. In 1781
Sivagiri Zamindar invited Hyderali to fight against the Bri.ish, but
Chokkampa ti Zamin was indifferent in :his regard. Hencehe Sivagiri
Zamindar invaded Chokkampati and the ruler was driver out of
this coun'ty. His own man Velliathevar was p .t incnarge of Chokkam-
pati in1786 AD. In comrary to earlier decision 1 ' assign out .1785
yielding power to Nawab, e Briish under & proclamation estiblished,
the Board of Assigned,Revente in1736 and ass:med power to administer
che revan . es ol ae  Distric s. Tais time, Cookkampa i3
was transferred from the hands of Velliathevar and restored 1o Periasami
Semb.:li Cainnananjath Toevar in 1737. He was inpower from 1707.0
1790 and later died inthe year 1790. Taen, his esate passed om,
to his minor son K mara Chinnananjath Tievar wio was only 9 yearsald.
His uncle Muthusamy Toevar had been in-charge of the adminisiration
of the Palayam. B t,he was not good a: work. Hence, he was
disliked by Colonel Maxwell wao dismissed the minor Zamindar in
in 1792, However, he pald his rent to Bannerman in 1792 and
regained his Zamin ina cowle Namal’. .

Meanwhile, Vellaiya Thevar contin:ed his friendly relations with
the Company and won the appreciation of Maxwell during hisexpedi-
tion ana setlement of 1792.

29. History of Hindustan TBv-Robert orm?s.

30. A voice agains” the RegulaionIT of 1819. By m,s. pandian,
31, Brulllze Hi. Pittam Lieytenen Colosel H. ¥. murland.
32. Coun'ry Correspondsnt 1758 (For . S . Georg, Records).

3. do 1755 do _
34. The His'ory of Poligars of vadagherri lios Cholckampatii.

35, ibid. '

36. ibid.

37. ibid.
261-4—3
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Collector Powney’s reco mmendation :

Vellaiya Thevar’s claims were ~brought by Mr. Powney in 1795
tothe notice ofthe Government which cecided that restoration of
Velliaya Thevar was ‘No less an ac of Jusice tran of Policy.
He was accordingly re-instated in 1796 38. Crinnananjath Thevar was
given a sibsistance allowance which was contimed to be paid till
his death in1825. Vellia Tlhevar who reccivec his sanad as Zamindar
in1803, died in1810 and ke was sicceeded by !is notorious sonValanga-
pooli Thevar, who was inpower at this Zamin till 1834, His Zamin
was put up inauction and boigtt by Government for Rs. 8,6C0.
The Zamindar was arrested incer the Macras Regulation II of 1819
and sent to Gooty Fort Prison Jail in Bellary Disirici &nc confined as a
State Prisoner. But, Government of India releaseac kim in 1837.%°

Since 1834, his son had been doing all that he could do to

secure the possession of tle Zamindari. The case was laid before
the Court of Directors. In 1851,the matter was referred to Madras
Government which accepted tte views of the Board of Revenue,

strongly opposed tte idea of surrendering tleestate ana installing the
petitioner. The Court hrowever over ruled tke Madras Government
and directed that the esiate should be bhanded over to the Zamindr’s
son Karunalaya Vulanga Polli Thevar.

The final years of the Zamirdar :

On the 16th Avgust 1859,tke new Zamindar was put inpossession.
By 1866, re was redvced to bankruptcy. The Ex-zamincar spent Lis
last days at Courtalam where he died in 1892.%0

Their Service to the country }

~During 1607—1654,they created a village by name, Shenbagarama-
nallur,dug a ‘Eri’or ‘Pond’ named Skenbagaramperi and also installed -
Lora Siva inthe name of ‘Periasamiappan’. Around 1le temple, tkey
construced 64 houses fer Bramins ond assinged 144 Kottai lands as
Inam. During 1655—1677 they constiucted tle - Fort of Vadagherri,
“and 2 big Palace andalso dvg tha well therein®.

During 1677—1726 a tank was dug with canal around in
Neduvelli village and also.

In Tenkasi, the Elephant Bridge;]
In Cour.talam the Chouliry;

In Courttalamtemple,and tte Mandapamaround the Thusastambam;
.and :

Thireegooda Mandapam, Sabapathy Mandapam, Chittrai Saba-Front Court.

The grant was -given for the pooja, thrice a day for the Court-
tallanathaswamy Koil, Ilanchi Kumara Koil and Tenkasi Viswanattar Koil.

In Vasudevanallur, they dug the Rajagopalapperi tank and the canal
for Shenbagarammapperitank and consrucea tle temple for thre deity
inthe name of Rajagopalaperumal. Besides they also consiruc‘ed many
rcads and rest houses During 1728—1751, they grantea Nanjai and
Punjai lands for the Choul'ry at Courttalamto feed the people regularly.
They donated golden thread and some otker gold ornamanets and
cooking vessels to sabanathy femple deity. They constructed  the

38. Ibid
39. Ibid
40. Ibid
41, Ibid
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Mandapam around ike Tirn malai temple. Tley also constn c'ed
Mandapam near the molniain Spring at Ctouvltiy near the Mandapam
and gifted ornaments for (ke Cdeities and vestels for o cking at tle

temple.

During 1752—60, ttey performed tle Malofzaram intle Tirt malal
Subramaniza Swamy temple at Panpuli Villege inaz grend scale and
constructed a bunglow.

In 1767—1782, they made Amratha for the femple at Cot rialem
and performed the Rathottsavam. Thre feecing Chaulity was renovated
further vith granite stones and line plasiering. A tempie was erecied
totre deity of ‘Moolavasalappan’and a roof land. 42.

A Vebapadasalai vas ins'alled to enzble ile sticy of Vedas by tle
Brahmin boys at Shenbagaramanalhr. At Tirumalai,ttey airanged for free
distributionof rice 1o tke pcor people. A Mancapam vas also erecied
for the purpose. Between 1792to 179¢,they constni ccd  a Mamdapam in
front of Courtalam Choultry and in the east,a Melkuilapirai and alfo
Mandapams around the Malai (Mountaip) Periasamippayan temple 1o
the west of Chokkampattii (Near Western Gtates) 8 1o insial tle icols

for worship by devotees.

Special features :

Vadagherri Palayam was once famors for fts glory. Onlya very
few historians had refeered  it. But ite Rulersof Vagagherri weie
praised by their contemporary poets. - There are inexistence, 14 small poems
about this palayam ritteh by -a few poets (vice list of poems in
AppendiX. Those  poems rae mnotwortly. Yet they kave not been
high lighted till dafe except of Cotrtala Kuiravanji wriiten by
Thirikudda Rajapa Kavirayar who lived during tke period of Periyasami
Chinnananjath Thevar (1660—1721) (Periyapattam).

One can vnder stand the valie of these poems since tkey con‘ain
the details of Tenkasi Pandias Kayalar Pandiasand also the details about
the Kingdom of later Pandias who riled Madura. It is desirable that
Vadagherri Palayagars were the participants in the wars of  Pandian,

Cheras and  Cholas.
The 14 small poems describe amongotherthings the cetails of the
Public Works done bythe Vadagherri Palayagars inand around Tenkasj

and Courtalam. These poems have a special  reference to the visit
of Madurai Thirumalai Naik and his General Ramappaiyato this Palayam

The Modern Tamil Scholars may take note of these 14 poems
and try to highlight the past life of these Palayagars, in their,

works.

1. The following small poems are in praise of the Vadagheri Poligars :

1. Javvadhu Vidu Thuthu wian g5 P
(Author not known.) &1 g
2. Chandrakala Manjari Nl —

(By Kadigaimuthu Pulavar.)

3, Patprabandhiam wt, OruBsib
(Kadigaimuthu Pulavar.) : |

4. Paruvapatham . UG LISD
(By Kandasami Pulavar of Tiruchendur.)

5. Vannam : QGO G LD
(not known.)

"3, 1bid
43. Tbid



10.

11,

12.

13.

.14
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. Nondina'agam.”

(By Mannar Perumal Pulavar.)

. Thnirumalai Karrappan Peril Ka‘hal.

(Not known)

. Pillai Tamil.

(By Kailasana'ha Kavirayar.)

. Chemb.li Periyasamy Duraiyavargal Peril

Varzkkak Kovai.
(By Sivagurunatha Kavirayar,)

Kovaichathakam.
(Not known,)

Viralividu Thuthu.
(By Kaviraya Pandaram.)

Rathinakaravilasam.
(By Tirumalai vel Kaviroyar.)

Muthusami Thuraiyavargal Peril
Varukkak Kovai.
(Not known.)

lekuvqayam.
(By Kadigai Muthu Pulava.r)

QBrawy. BTL-&D

DGBuwmew &@LU
Gudles & Hev
Aerandr s &Ap
Qebysd Quiwerdd
Sl pwouriger Gufed

UG HS Garamey

Garwas FH&H
g el® ST
Qr $fearar laresd

WS SiFrLd & pwa i sar
G e m@ames G&n-msu

 Bag dgub
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GENEOLOGICAL ACCOUNT OF THE MARAVARS OF VADAGHERRI,
VADAGHERRI ATHIKKAM.

1. Semp.ili Chinnanjath Thevar,
(AD 1391 an—1434)

. (His Brother) M athuvénanjath Thevar. -
(AD 1431-1461)
I

. (His son) Kalathiappan Thevar.
(AD 146]1—1490)

o

w

w : I
. (His son) Athiveera Rama Thevar
(AD 1490-—1515)

BN

. ]
5. (His son ) Vallaraya Thevar
(AD 1516—1522)

_ - 1
6. (His son) Thirikg :dda Rajagopala Thevar:
{AD 1536—1595) (Had no issue). ‘
(His cousin) Periyananja' hevar

7. (Son Kumara Muth Chinnananjath Thevar
(AD 1602—1629)

o

. (Son) Sivanandia Thevar
(AD 1630—1659)
|

V — - - e N
9. (Son) Periyasami Thevar(AD. 1660— (Son) Rajagopala Thevar
: 1721) (Periyapa'tan) (Chinnapa tan).

= o ;
10. (His son) Thirumalai Kumara

His daigher Poovathal
Cainnanapja Thevar(AD. 1722—1728)

Her Hu sbarlld

—
Mapyillai Periyasami Thevar
(AD 1731—1741)

(Uncle) Sankarakumara Thevar)

v o] .
(His son) 12. Kala hiappa Thevar

(AD. 1741—1743) (Crowned at :

Vadagherri bit died soon on g
re'urn from Malayalam).

15. Vellaiya Thevar (AD. 1781—1678)
18. i (AD. 1796—1806)
19. (His son) Valangapboli Thevar

~ (AD. 1806—1835)

(Jamindari under Government §
Custody. (AD. 1836—1858)

20. (His son) Karunala-ya Valangapooli
Thevar (AD. 1859—1863) ;-

201-4—4

1
" 14. (Son) Periyasami

11. (His Brcl)t-her{ Sivaram Chinnananja
Taevar.(AD. 1729—1731)

.
12. (Son) Cainnanjaan Thevar
(AD. 1744—1749) _
(Crowned at Mela Chokkam

- pati)

13. (S»n) K imara Chinnananja Thevar

(AD. 1750—1760)
(Died in 1754)

the - conirol

vadagherri was under )
' during

of Governmen’
(AD. 1760—1767)

Chempuli
Chinnapanja Thevar. )

Chokkampatti

16. H2al  Q:ar:ers :
again

(AD. 1767—1731 and
(AD. 1789—1790).

17. (His son) Kumara Chianananja " -
Thevar.. (AD. 1790—1796)
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RIGHTS OF SOUTH INDIAN TEMPLES AND FISH FOR PEARLS

Selection.: MRs. C. HEMALATHA,
Research Assistant,

Tamil Nadu Archives,

Egmore, Mardas-66C0 C08.

Certain temples in Sovth Indiahad acquired rightsto employ boafsinthe
Pearl Fisheries and enjoy the proceeds therefrom, w. ich were carried ¢n at
Ceyclon. Temples inthe compoosite districts ¢f Madurai, Ramanathapt fam
and Tiranelveli appear to have enjoyed these rights.

. The temples derived form the Native Rulersof Ceylon threrights to parti-
Cipate inthe Pear]. Fisherits ofthe Island. They con inted o enjoythose pri-
vileges for a series of years subsequent to the capture of Ceylon by the British.

These privileges were grants made to tke Indian Temples in the natvre of
offerings presented by individu al princes ofihe Islanc to their favou rice goddesses
or as private giftsof Charity for which theindividi alwho offereCt-emw as pro-
mised infinite blessings and t he permanency of 1 he gifts was anticipated by the de-
niuncitations of innumerable evils onthose who s, .ould “Obs ruci’them? Details
of such grants are extracted below.

Composite District-—Ramanathapuram:

The Guardian and Menager ofthe Zamincari of Ramanad in his
address to  then Ac ing Collector of Tirt nelveli(Tir nelveli) inile year 1838
had given adetailed explanatory note of (e circumstancest ner which the Native
Princes of Ceylon mace the gran's of privilegesto be enjoyed at i1e fiskeryto four
temples of Ramanad, which  acquired the riglt to make those grants,
aswellas the circumstances 1 nder which those privileges were afierwards enjoyed.
His address runs as follows:2—

“The pearl Fisheries of Colombo and Manar were formerlyundertte Govern-
ment ofthe Carnatic Kingsof MaduraofPandy Mandalam and st bsequ en’ ly came
under conqu est ofthe Decendantsof Pararaja Sagara,tte thenreigning King of
Colombo. Abcut 300 years ago, the Carnatic Kings wisting o wrest "l rights
from the King of Colombo, consulted Samara Kolugoia Ragoonanda Saidoopady

" the then Rajahof Ramanad, who in considerationr oftheir mutu alfriend-
ship proceeced withaforce to recover therightsover Pearl Fistery, whentke King
of tha* coun'ry consenred 1o allow the Carnati cKings 1o fish a few Boats du ring
the fisheries andthe Zamindarof Ramanad, tofish 96 = ones—

About 250 years ago Vessa Comara MathingatChokalinga Tirmal Naik,a
Carnatic Kingencowed as a gift 5s ones per Boat to 1he Terplane {emple v ncer a
deea dated Chettiray Month of the year Survaree of Saleawagana 1463 and five
s‘oneste Teeoowoothera Cast.amengaytemplevncer a Copper deec dated Vyashee
Month pf the same year—Kaviitoo Tavar Dalavoy Saiccopacy, Zamindar of
Ramanac, endowed as a gifi to th.e Rameswaramtemple. 7 stones per boat out
ofthe 96 s:ones he enjoyed under aceed dated 25t Treofite yea Racktlatcl.ee
of Salevagina 1531 and subsevently Mootoo Vegaa Ragoonanda Saic.oopady
Kun'ta Taver endowed to the above temple 3 stones inder a copperceed dated
Ist Chettiray of the year Jaya of Salevaguna 1636, and accordingly whenever
Pearl Fisheries took place, tne boats ofth.e above temples went and fished 0 the
exten” cr their respective maniums andtke Revent ederived tlere from was appro-
priated tothe bencfi' ofrketemplesthe remaining boatsto theex ent of 86's ones
was enjoyed by ihis Zamincary duringthe ime of tke Carnatic Kings. Wten the
Dutch took possession of Coli mbo and Mannar,tke righ:s of fishing at tke pearl
Fishery was inves igatea and contim ed as 1here 1o fore, and tte remaining 86
s ones ‘hat waS enjoyed bythis Zaminadary and discontinuec was never clamed
by the descendants Mooto Vegia Ragoonada Saidoo pady Kavits Taver yet the
privileges of the temples was continued during the Dutch Government ana no
onjection was made to the rights of the Temples”.

1- Proceedings of the Board of Révenue, dated 11-7-1136 No. 1and 2, vol-151.-

2-_irunelvelli District record, vol No, 4735, P-431-4 .
Way 1838 Vo 103 -104 Vol 1607, 35 and board proceedings dated 174y
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Tirunelveli and Tirechen : dur Pagoda The then Acting Collector of Tirunelve.i
reported that about the year AD 1549, Chokalinga Tiroomalay Naicker, the
then ruler of the Province, gave to the pagoda at Tiruchendut the privilege of
fishing one boat of five s’ones at Mannar and itesame at Tuticorin. Tledeed con-
veying this right was fornd engraved in Copper anc. was bearing 'he da'e Sale-
vagana Saka 1463 (AD 1641). Toe gen: ineness of (e deed was never called in
questicn and the Superintendent of the Province in 1797 recognised, onthe part
of the Government the right enjoyed by the Pagoda in virtv e of ihe copper ceed

in question?

The temple hac beenintteac'val enjoymen’ oftheprivilege foragrea: m mber
of years.. The transla ion of ite Ceec of grant in copper plaie of tie pagcda of
Subramanea Swamy of Tiruckendur is exiraced below.—

«On the prosperou s day of Fricday on wlichtle fill moontlie sar called
Cii tera, the Yogum namec Soubagyam and the Caram m Babu via L.ave fallen
in the mon'h of Ciit eraduringhe season Vasu mi"arooth.co inthe Oottrayani. m
ofthe year Survadarythe 1463rc year of Salivat.ene IS rce Veziel. Ccn araMcovo
runga Chockalinga Teroomalanickeravarkvlsic 1t «; ¢f Fércvinvicain . .
............ do execi te this copper plate granting tkedannuminic Subramanea
Swamy 3t TircCendool.......oooieoviinin.n... on Lis good opportunity of
moon eclipse onthe fullday moonin the month of Chiitera and intle presence of
the Meenaictey Umman,one Dony anc 5 stones o fish as st rvemrannicn du ring
the Pearl Fisteryat Mannar and 1 Dony and 5stonesduringtle Pear] Fislery
at Tuicorin, t.e privilege of which tl.e Swamy is‘c enjoy aslong asil.e exis ence
of ke sunancihe moon those who shall st pport this grani incorformi y wi bk
this ceed of grant will alfain the benedt ction similar to1l.at ¢ e for Laving esta-
blished 10 millions of Siva and 10 millions of Visl.nu pagodas asalso 1Cmillions
of Brahmin houses on the banks of t e Ganges, those who shall a temp* o inj. re
shallt ndergo the effectsofthe sinof killing a Carampasoo,a cow and of mu rdering
a Bramin, afemale, achild2nchisownmotheronttesamebanks;thiswill not fail
so I swear bythefeet of the Swamies of Chockalirngam, Meenatchy, Runganaiger
Ootchyamalai Pilliar, Mariammal Mooroogar of Pailney, Agastliar of Pcikiga
malay and Ramabadra Sawmey.......... veeee

TanORE:From the translation of sta emenis furnis’ .ed by the Managers of ite
Avadiarcoil Pagoca and Nagore Mosque for warced by tke then Principal,
Collector of Tanjore, we learnthe circi ms'ancest nder wl.icht!.e Native Princes
made grants tothose instifut ions of privilegesto be enjoyed at ti.e Pearl Fisteries
at Mannar, and howthey acquired tke irght to make those grants.2

Avadiarcoil Pagoda:

“Many days ago the countries of Macura, Tinnevelly, Jaffra and  Ceylon
were 1 ncer the possessionoftheParnde Kingwhotlengrantedtothesaid Avaciar-
coil Pafgoda one Doney at five stone as Manniem from tke Domies of the pearl
Fiskeries at Mannar and Tutacoryn wkich lLad been continued.

Afterwarcs trecaughier ofihe Pat ncya King Ally Arasancy Ummal as Leirles
reigned over the Paindy coun'ry and allowed ile said Maniem wherever tle
fishery was made ar five stones for a Doney fcrile Pageca. Wlal provesikis,
istle skells of the cysters lying intle shore, of Mannar, and tlistley sayisa mark
that tte Kingdom belonged to tte Pai ncy King.

_ Then all these provinces werev nder Tircomal Naick, wlo reignéd overttem.
He made 2 grant onthe 14th Maga of tte year Vel mby of t}.¢ 1461st Salevagana,
of one Doney and five stones in mannar and one Doney and five stones in Tula-
coryn Pearl Fisteries to enjoy as Maniem and executed @ Copper St nnad inthe
name of tke said pagoca. :

3, Proceedings of the vvl‘."gard of Revenue No. 71, dt-24-10-1836 and vol 1527-28
Proceedings of the Board of Revenue No, 103, 184, dt, 10,5,1838 vol, 1607,
Proceedings of the Board of Revenue No. 60, dt, 3,11,1836, Vol, of 1530,
4, Boardls Proceeeings No,49and 50, dated 14-6,1838, Vol, 1613,
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The 1461 s: Salevatana is calculated to be the year AD 1539and it is 300
years since the Copper Sunnad was eXecuted.

A part of this kinzgdom s bsequently came under possession of the Ceylon king.
The said Mannar raving been incl.ded in his Imits, i was from ine Province of
Ramnad tha: Peari Fishery Donies and drives were obliged 1o go for the Fishery
at Mannar. Tne Provinceof Ramnad beingander the possession of Saidoopathy
w20 objcc ed to send merchants, diversetc.,from his limitsto Mannar,the king of
Ceylonand Saidoopatliy en ered in o an amicable agreement ana t he kingof Ceylon
graated io him (Saidoopathy) a ceriain mumber of Donies 2s Manniem in the Pearl
Fishery of w.iich he (Szidoonatiy) made a grant of one Doney at five s ones from
he Manaar Fis ery tot wesid Aavdiarcoil Pagoda as Maniem onthe 16th Saleva-
gana 31l exec tea also a Copper Sunnad forit. Tne 1651 a. Salevaganais
calc.lated asthe year 1729 and it is 109 years since this Copper Sunad was execu-
ted.

-

“Besiaes Arnachalla Tumberan, the present stanegun 1 and Ambalatady
Pillay, the present Curnam ofthe said.pagoda say that the above circ.mstances
have been ghanded down by the desciples from gencration io gencration o the
Tumberans w10 were in the pagoda many days before and that accordingly the
enjoymen: also is contin-.ed. They the Tumberan etc., further state that the son
of Gopalcae.ty saysthat and his father, who was conducting largeirade in Ceylon
and Jaffna and who veas acq ainted with the circumstances of many days had told
him ass ated above and that he himself tells the same now.

After the year 1651 whenthe D.tch governed the Kingdom, the above
Manniem Do>nanies were allowad ‘and sincethe Kingdom came under the Company,
the Ma-aniem Donies are allowad till now according to waat is stated above.

Particulars of certificates in support of it.
One dated 10th April 1806 '

One dated Sth March 1808,

On?: dated 6th April 1814.

One dated 16th March 1835

One dated 5th March 1836;

. Even now the diversetc.,, are sent from hence to the Pearl Fisheries
of Mannar, etc.”.*

Nagore Durgah:

“About 250 years ago, when the country of Ceylon was under Tiroomal
Naick, he granted two donies forthe above D .rgah as Mauniem. Having given
a Maunigm of five stones for each Doney, he exec.ted a Copper sunnad forthe
purpose SIX'y yearsago, wienthe D .rgah had bzen pl:ndered duringthe invasion
by Moosanully (Moner Lully)a French man,the Copper.Sunnad was also lost
and consequently itisnot produced now. Itiss ated by Babensanib, the present
Mboozafer of the D rgahtha inthe days of the above Naik and in those of the king
who reignzd the Ceylon country afierwards as well asinfhose of the D .tch also
grvernzdthat kingdom s :bseq.ently they ellowed the two Donies to fishas
Maunien and that acordingly the Revenue accruedinibe fishing of the above
donies bz devoted to the caargesof lighting and other charitable purposes of the
sail D .rgah. B.tthatthe Corpoer S innad having bzenlost in‘heabove invasion
the year in which it was exec:ted is nmot knowa, aal that b2 heard from his
predecsssors, tiat the Mauniem was granted in the days of Teroomal Naick.

H: fur:her s'atesthat sincethe said kingdom came inder the Company,
they a!so allow:d the continnance of the Mauniem till now after having referred
to ceriificates granted by_ those wo. grverned the,country formerly.

* B.P. Vol. No. 1613, page 7365—66 . --
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The particulars of certificates granted in support of tt.e Mauniem,
Certificate without year, month orda'e at one per each coney 2

Dated 30th March 180!.
Dated 19th March 1804
Dated 9th April 1806

Dated. 15th March 1808
Dated 13th March 1809
Dated 5th March 1814
Dated 1st March 1831

Dated 4th March 1833
Dated 5th March 1835

The Reven.e realised in the abave ycars from the Pearl Fistery had been
devoted tothe ligh ing and other haritable purpose of the aboveins .-itutioti.f’-"

Rameswaram. —The Collec orof Madura had reporied as follows:- “AltLovgh
the olles accounts of Rameswaram Pagoda has been desiroyed by iime and
age, s ill:neaccounts forlast 100 yearsareintre pagodato provethe privilege which
.he c1 .rch had enjoyea and likewisethe various documentsana cerifica es t.ere-
.hder mentioned, granted bythre several gentlemen wiio superin enced ile fisl.ery
at Manar, in.he different periods from (ke year 1796to 1814 which will also
es ablishes the rights of the pagoda.” \ .

The rist of the accovnts were not forth coming from having been transferred
:0 Ramanagitapnram pending some prior investigation and from having displaced
and los. forthe moment from desituc ionofthe stringes by whichil.e Cdjans].ad been
United and the Collec or possessed no doc..men’'s Lncer the signatires of il.e
Porugese or D.ich.-

The dociments produced were pearl Fishery accot nt from 22nd _P_L.ngoony
Rarchatha Year to 14th Chittray; Receipt of Pearl Oys ers fisked at tke Manar
Fishery by the Kutty Doney Ramanada Mu ngal—>5 stones, etc. &

From the above circumstances we find that the South Indian 'tgniples and
mosq es derived their Pearl fishery rights during the years AD  1539—1541
and continuedto enjoy them till at least the middleofthe 19th Cen'utry.

Seven to Nine boats were employecd i nthe Fiskeriesontle part oftlelIndian
temples while they participates intlem at a Meaium fiskery il.e shore of ilese
temples was estimaiec to be around 250 to 300 each. '

Afterthe Britisk: a‘tained powerin Ceyloni: was argued whetherthese grants
were valid each afier their conques’. It was at:he same: ime, acmiitec ikat any
arguement of this naure would lose muci of its force irom tie consicera ion
that “he Indian temples had contin: ed to enjoy !1.eir privileges inikis respect fer
a series of years subsequent it tke capture ot Ceylon.

Some righ's of the Pearl Fisheries were sold to individuals and some were

. conduc ed an accoun’ carried on in the name of Government. Asit was fot
clearly es ablished that in the fisheries conducied an accoLn’ ol Governnren’,
the Indian iemples were preclided from participation, some do: b s arose asto the
admissibili y of such rights. Tte Colonical Governmen. decided iha in fuiire
the Governmen wo.ld conduct the Pearl Fisheries wi h the view of ilLrowing
open the resourcesto the na ives of the isiand in order that na‘ive specilators of
small capital mighi have an oppora niy of en eringt pon‘he specila'ions. Tl
Governmen; also proposed io Condvct the fisteries with greater frequency,
I: was feared that the boa's belonging to the temples would derive a  still grea er
propor ion to the fu'ure fisheries.

-

* B.P. Vol.No. 1613, page 7367—69
Tirunelveli District Record, Page No. 431 435
201-4—=5
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D.ring the fisheries in 1833, several small boa's were fished. One bank
in par ic.lar wasonlysufficien to afford employmen for weny fiveboa s for two
days. Ye .under tne direciions in existence the Governor of Ceyion was com-
pelled to permi. the .emples to employ nine boas and ihey received
abo.t one-fo.rih of the waole produce. In 1835, hundred boa's were 1o be
employed for 15 days bt asthe temples, by employing nine boa s, wo.ld carry
off alitie lessthan onetwelfn Iiihe produce wi ho.t ineir being s_bjec ed “o one
far_hing of exarnse, the Governor was compelled to employ one h ndred and
fi'y boas for ten days, under waich arrangemen the :emples w) Id receive
aboit a sesven.een it porilon * al ho ghthis arrangemen was compara ively less
convenien to the Governmen  as well as to specala‘ors. The Ceylon Govern-
men was relic an to allow the Indian iemples enjoy the Pearl fishery righ's in
Ceylon. I wastherefore proposed io examine the real na'.re of the gran s made
{o the Iniian iemples ani we her they mig:t be fairly ciarac erised as private
or poliical acts, the siperstiious feelings of the Priests and Cricefs in Ceylon
ware chyminited, to find our to wha' ex en” of such a regard for their in eres and
walfare of ihetemplesinthe con ienent of India,asto desire a mainteaance of s:.ch
gran’ in question and waetherthe temples in Ceylon derived advan age of any kind
waatever from the Indian temples. Tae Mairas Government was asproacihed by
the Czylon Governnen: to Co-opera ¢ in suggesting the best means for effec ing
a satisfac ory adjusiment of the claims** :

Since 1796, the period Ceylon bzcame unier conjues’ of the British Govern™
men  waen some objec ions were made inthe fishery tha' took place in 1828»
the S:b-Collecor at Rammii called for “he doc:mens in suppor’ of the
claims of ihe Rameswaram temsle and 17 certifica es gran ed a different period-
by the a thorities at the Manar fisheries on behalf of the Tripalanee and Teroos
wootheracasyy mungay temples as also 4 ancien® deeds. Afer inspection the
temples were allowzd fo fish as1s.al at Manar during the res  of the fisheries in
tasli 1240-1242 and 1244 and also during the 4 amany days in fasli 1240 and
2 days in 1244 then they finished both underthe render and a many.s

Tae Collecor of Maiura doubted that the conquest of Ceylon gave them
the righ’ fo anayal privileges of the Indiantemples. ‘When the fishery was large and
con in ious the profits of the temples were very small; asthe fisheries were smaller
and more freqien so did the profi s of the temples increase and the Collector of
Madura fel: tha this seemed a ground of complain and dissa‘isfac ion on the
par’ of the Ceylon Governmen . He suggested that a re urn of the n-.mber of
fisheries days con iniance and of the boats employed for a series of years. may be
procirred and an average pesCuniary Compensation may be given to the temples
for giving up the privileges.

Though 10 o0r 1000 boats were employea in a fishery the temples were en i led
to passess not more than 4 boats and could not demand more. For example,
he Reven e derived from the Manniem boats inthe Devasthanams of Tirgo-
p -llaney, Tairoow)yo’ heracashy mungal temple during fasli 1240, 1242 and, 1244
was RS\ 15,301 on'y by em»loying aioal of 12 boa s €4 boatsin a year) D ring
the years 1830, 1833 ant 1835 wacn Manniem boats ware allowsd he priveleges
400 bra's were emloyed by the iemoles agains. a'oa I n:mber of 10,000 boa s
tn.s snowing that only 4 per cen of the operation was allow:d to ke Manniem

boa s.

The Collec or of Tinnevely also sugges ed that if ‘ he ‘emples were allowed
in liz. thersof an ann:alsum egquivalent to the average of f heir reczis s calcula ed
onthe last 25 or 30 years, they wy.ld mo* objec fo forego *heir claims 7. This
wassiggcesied to the :emples also bt it did not mee wi h s_ccess. )

*» Vol. No. 1511, pp 9346-9347
»» Vol 1511, 9339—9345,9349

6. Boards Proseedisgs 7:i-72. da ed 24-10-1836€ Vol. No. 1527-1528
Vol. 1511 9339-9345, 9349,

7. Board Prozesdings No, 60, datet 3.11,1836 Vol. 1530 No. 15602
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“ROCEDURE ADOPTED DURING 1915 FOR WATER ANALYSIS

K. G. PALaNIL.
Research Assisiani
GOVERNMENT TEST HOUSE, ALIPORE.

Instructions for taking and sending samples or water for Analysis to the TestHouse,
30 Jadge’s Court Road.

Itis requcsted tha" Waen wa'er issen: for analysis, the following
preca .ions be caref:lly observed i— :

The water to be despatchel In perfecily clean glass s.oppered
‘Winches er:-Bottles. ~

If glass s‘oppers cannot beob ained new and well washed corks
mst be  wsed. To avoid loss-. by evaporation, all stoppers and corks
must be' tightfiiting. :

All bo:tles to be rinsed with the water to be analysed immediately before
beln" filler:. :

" Barthénware bottles shai I - not be  used. They are Cifficiltto clean
an! aff:ct  the hardness  of water.

On n> acso'nt sho ld corks be c.t - off flesh with the mneck
ofthe bottle an' seale.. A piexe of linen  or other material should
be placat over th¢ stopper an. neck anl securec. Dby string or fine
wire roan. the neck ofthe Dbottle just under the Tic ge.

The knst of the strinz should be sealed,a single seal being
sufficient.

All  bottles  should be filled c0mplctély.

If water is taken from 2 pipe,ssveral gallons should be allowed
to flow away before the sample is taken

The parPose of the 2analysis should be statec., viz :—
(1) For determining suitability for drinking.
(2) For determining suitapility for use in boilers.
(3) For cetermining S itability for washing purposes or any othef
p.rpose.

Ja thccase of drinking water, the fullest information shoil be
given as to its source, i.e., SOring «cep or shallow Well, Stream,etc.,
The  presence of Salt or Sea Water inthe neighbourhpoc shoulc be
note” and also the Possibility of sewage contamination.

Basteriological examination cannct be undertaken.

Inthe case of other water, any trouble which s fou,nu such
as corrosion or scale in boilers should be mentioned.

Shmles—Particularly of driking waters shoul¢ be despatched as
soon after sa'nplmg as possible an¢ bythe shortest route.

Quantity of water  Tequired :—

For drinking water = =+ 1 gallon.

For boiler, etc., water -- <= 1/2 gallon.

. For drinking ana boiler use 1 gallon.

For special ceterminations - 1 gallon.
30; Jidge’s Couart Rha’, HENRY A.F. MUSGRAVE,
Ahpore, Calsatta, . a Sup.rintendent of Locel Manufucwires
thz ist Dossmber 1914 and Government Test-House.

Norg. —G. Q. No 653, Lanl, M., d:. 30-4-1915.
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TAMIL NADU ARCHIVES LIBRARY.

LiST of BOOKs RBCEIVED DURING |ST JULY 1992 TO
30TH SEPIEMB:R (992.

. Serial Author. Title
number.
@) @ (3
1 V. Kandasamy . -+ Role of Ma'urai inthe Indian National
Movement 1914—47T (Thesis). :
2 “John J. Paul .- -+ The Legal profession in colonial South
o 1nd1a
3 ° Shyama Cherian .. " Marria.ge, Customs and reforms ip
Malabar with  special reference to
Nayar Comm:.nity. (Thesis).
4 eren. U GLIBTLIST Qosargfl 565 B GaerEar. _‘_‘ .
5 S. Padmanaban .. .. Maritime Trade of the early Tamils
1990. L
6 sBpst® GuAGpri  Qasrafl alproad.
R Awi &ipaih, "
7 .. s8p amisGL SEwYTh 1989,
b3 'g,un!,p;rrca LTy & &7 WETW&D S oy 19§2.
Frgest WEFBIGID, FEEFTRLT.
9 erav.eTid. & LDIT G) warerd LT ST Gs gl 1992,
10 pwdnsesh sllpaepd 1990,
11 Tamxl Arasu Press, Madras-2  Tamil Arasu January 1991—December
T : . 1991. ‘ .
12 Commissioner of Statlstlcs Worlc  Agricultural Census  1979—80,
Tamll Na.iu. Tirunelveli District. ‘
13 .- Do. World.  Agticultural CenS\S 19"9 80,
' ' Kanyak: narx sttnct
14 National Archives, of Inlia, Guice to the sources of Asmn h,gf( Ty.
New Dellu. :
15 ST & g,@ma;m_@uwsw, qgé@a;m_'.mt_‘ e ‘aiglaur'rgy,
: : qu/a;Ga;m_.ml_
16 Ponclichetry, Archives -+ Anm.al Report, 1991,
17 T. Jeyanthi . 55 -+ Dr. Muthu Lakshmi Re(dy, A St‘.éy
' (Thesis).
18 C. S. Kalidoss ** - Labour  Movement in: the Cdimbatore
‘ District. 1939—47 (T hesis).
19 R. Srilekha -- - “ % Pad'maShri S. Ambujemmal “A Beacon
Light of Tamil Nady” (Thesis).
20 G. Kaliamurthy . -+ Establishment of British Inflience in

Mysore AD, 1760—i800.
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(2)
Madras Instityte of Deve-
lopment Sticies (MIDS),
Mar.ras-20.

M.I.D'.S., Madras-20
Do.

Do.

G.D. Anantha Vijayakumari
Anna University, MadfaS-ZS

P& A.R. Department
Tamil Nadp,

Do.
Gar. s@uysT
Shadaksha Raiah - .
Ministry of Commerce,

Governiment of Incig.

Ministry of Commerce,
Governiment of India.

National Archives of Incia
New Delpi.

2

Sthantha Kvmari (R.S.)

P & A.R. Department,

Tamil Nalu.

D. Solomaun, Ponnuiurai..
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Colonialism Nationalism and Legitimation:
A ess2y on Vaikundasamy Cult, Travan-
core by M.S. S. pandian;

Land use pattern in Tamil Nadu by
M. Thangaraj. ;
Spatial Pricing  efficiency in Ground nut

Markets in Tamil Nady.

Evaluation of  Indystrial Policy in
Madras Presidency 1900—47 by Padmini
Swaminathan,

Education and Indystrial
Development in Madras Presicency by
Pad mini Swamlnathan.

The Critical wsues ln tihz . 1b11°

Distribution Sysfem Aern, J.nfﬂa

C. Allnadura}{/ ,_-".,: //

Working cfa.ss Movement A
CONSer vancy, Wb{kers in. the
Madras 19%0—-47 (TheSIS)

12th Annyal chort 1990—-—91

Tamil Nady, Ghvernment V,SerVant Con-
duct, Rules 197} i B sk

EAL Y ) <oyr &L J&bﬁu&mn@.;ﬁcﬁ
BL_govg Gsear 1973,

&ir. Bind A e w il eir. ,mm_afs'lassir :
R ey,

History of Railway in Prmcely Mysore

1864--194; (Thesis).

Export and import POliCyISt April
1992—1997. :

Hand Book of Proceduves 1992—1997

Guidelines fer
Termite infestation in
and Libraries 1991,

control and prevention ct
- Archives

George Barlow and  Administration in

the  Madias Presidency (Thes's).

Business rules and Secretariat Instruc-
tion 1978.

A historical study  of St.  Andrews
Kirk (A.D. 1821) Madras, with
special to its Architecture
(Taesio).
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