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EDITOR’S PAGE

Here  i s  the 23rd i s sue  of  Avana Araudham in yaur hands .

You can f ind ce r t a in  memorable art icles i n  this  i s sue .

In  her ar t ic le ,  — "Formation o f  Wellington Cantonment ‘
i n  the N i lg i r  i s  H i l l s " ,  - -L .Prabavathi ,  has  narrated among
o the r th ings ,  how the contonment ha s  gradually developed in  ■
al l  spheres ,  offer  i t  was  e s tab l i shed  in  the year 1857' ,  with
the ded i ca t i on  c f  English P ionee r s .  ?

Dr.M.Dasayar’  s a r t ic le ,  —"Devadasis under, the Medieval
Pandyas" , - -  “bears t e s t imony  to the dec l ine  o f  the moral
standards of  the devgdasis  i n  many o f  their a c t i v i t i e s
towards the  end o f  Pandya pe r iod ,

' I n  h i s  article,  —"The Working c lass  and  the Quit India
Movement: Madras  P re s idency  1942" ,  Dr .T .  lhangkappan has
analysed in  depth, the ro l e  o f  workers o f  the then  Madras
Pres idency  in  the anti- imperialist  and Na t iona l  L ibera t ion
Movement .

T.Jayanthi ,  i n  her  article, - - "Sou th Indian Women’s
L ibe ra to r ,  Dr .Mrs .  Muthulakshmi F.c.ldy", —has  highlighted,
the cont r ibut ion  made Mrs .hcdd i  to the emancipation : ' Women
in  Tamil Nadu through socia l  service  o rgan isa t ions  and
LiegisiatLve measures 'Al l  these articles arc really I xwr-
es t ing .  *

In  the  Tamil s ec t i on ,  Thi ru .Duxoi  Pand ian ,  i n  b i s  article
— "lArrynifi GQip/irTiuffid)L5Wi67l ffliiKa»:c’1; . i -  aj a s  exh ib i t ed
in  ci&ar terms the honesty  and s t ra ight  forward io . 1 .  - s  of
Thiru. P i l l a i ,  whose judgement were always pra i se - ,  by "£ and •
a l l .  As usual ,  the h i s to ry  o f  Pradl.abha Wudrl lar ,  gli c ' . e r s
t h i s  i s sue  a l so .

Other regular f ea tu res  ?n the ac t i v i t i e s  o'f the  T-T-il-
Nadu Archives  a l so  f i nd  p l ace ,  for the information r tee
readers .  /

Healthy comments, which wi l l  help u s  improve the stand-
ard o f  the journal ,  arc quite welcome.

M.GOPALAKRISHN;”.
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PORTION OF v.ELUi.C FC1. C.WTCI r,3 -T

By: L,P’ 'nv , 'zr. a th i

Wellington. Cantonment i ?  s i t . i q t ad  1 i ° -2  ‘ u. n i tude
and 76° -45 '  long i tude  ir. t he  K i l r i r i  ' i lUc ,  Mni~ic ‘ - i t e .
In  Tan i i ,  these  hills l i t e r a l l y  rea r  Blue Moui. u .

A his tory  o p the  l e l l ing to i  Cantonr.ent  wcu l i  . o t  be
comple te ,  w i thou t  r e f e r ence  t o  f e co lou r fu l  h i l l  • - i oe s .
The area was l a rge ly  inhabi ted  by Todas .  Ko tna ,  KuJ a . ba r s

and Badagas .  Tie  K i lg i r i s  t* e cos t  nolygot a r ea  i n  t he
Presidency.  ' lo t  on ly  do  t he  Baria ; o s ,  Todas ,  Kotar  i
Kurambars each  sneak  a toi . ime which has been  dua l  •’led ns
a separate lar.fuare o r  d i a l  ? t ,  t u t  the  u ln t cno  ;;
where  three vernun qlnrs noo t ,  the  7n~ i l  o f  Coi-. . the
Malnvalar.  o f  Ma lahn r .  2>_. f ? Ca-->rocc o- "y  ;r.p .

Mr . Su l l i ->-ar., the  r! ~:i °o l l e  J.cr o f  Co i r ’  : •  • , took
a par t icu lar  fancy to  the  c> t i r o  l -nda  r-.po ft r I t s  ju ■ i.c
sp lendour  nna ny ree -b l  > o i l  t o .  ?< l c . - i d? i  t o  , . i s ’ i  a
number  of  h i l l  s t aT i  n s .  Thus ,  ( c vac v r !  r r :  j.r - - z i s -
tenee  f i r s t ,  f o l l owed  I". Cc<' 'oor a d '•■ i i l i n  -t-< . 1 -y  131'J
Mr .  John  Su l l i va r  , Colle c to -  * f  Ch i .-- . t - >• , wa. r i ed
to  the  h i l l s  by t he  mtu r . l i u t  M.L so ' - - '  eP  t R 1 (who
had bean  cen t  on a s c iou t i f i -  DXP?i - i l« '  ' r Ir  i ■ '■ e
French  Government ,  '.nd b cr  Dh  UT " ' 7  s r ck i e sa ,  ! ■
r an id l j  recover on i n  t l>e co"’, c l i ’  ar  Ass . .
Sur  .-eon Jcnos . 1

The Board o f  R?vei U'- ’ r e t i r ed  2a .300/-  -r_- - ,e
survey and Rs .3Cu / -  f r r  t> .« - ay  up ~od b - th  un i e r  . - Ti-igs
were  en t ru s t ed  t c  L ieu  r n- Evan ic”h ’• ■jot., £u-> i i ton-
den t  o f  t he  N i lg i r i s  Rrnao .  Mr. u l ’  ■"■'.a was *h  • " i -  -
European  t '  s e t t l e  n t  Coto.cn June - i . !  was nrlr»>vi 1 v 4-
ncns ib l e  f c r  forr.ing the  f ' . nua  l -k - ,  w’-iah i ”  r*. . •  V.,>
love l i e s t  beau ty  spo t s  o f  t 1 u N i lg i r i s .  ’ i r nc  ■
Conv ic t  l abou re r s  f rom Oeir .bntore a .1 dale - ’■er 1 1 sc-l
for  the  si-i'VGy and fo r  ;.ho _,.v u t .  T i e  f i r s t  Co r '  a t
was nude i n  1350-52 .  An i ccoun t  6f r i a  v i s i t  tc : - r  i l l s
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which he wrote  in  July to  fe Coylon haner i s  fauna  in  the
Appendix t o  Hough's let ters  on the Hlleherrieo London 1829
and D i s t r i c t  Manual n . 282-3.

The present Wellington Ca onment area was original ly,
a par t  of Jagathala vi l lage.  Tfrs vil lage,  a t  present,  i s
l oca t ed  n t  a distance of two miles away from the  Wellington
Barracks.  Wellington i s  a cantonment about I >'2 mi l e s  North
of Coonoor, s i t ua t ed  near the road t o  Optadamund on one of
the numerous spurs of the Dodobotta range 6 ,000  feet  above
the  s ea .  Its c l imate  and general nnnenrar.ee resends those
of  i t s  neighbour Coonoor, bu t  i t  does no t  get the l e t t e r ' s
f r equens tamis t s .  Tnough it  was originally a bare spo t ,  i t
was now been th i ck ly  planted wi th  Australian and e ther
exo t i c  t r ee s .  I t  i s  the head quarters of the Colonel on
the s ta f f  commanding the South Brigade.

One of t he  f i r s t  t i l ings which s t ruck  the earliest
European v i s i to r s  t o  the h i l l s  was the desirability of
quartering Br i t i sh  regiments t he re ,  especially t '  cv-  newly
arrived from home, i n  order  t o  cbviate the larg? amount cf
s i cknes s  which usua l ly  resulted in  them from resil ience on
the plains during the hot  weather ."

The Cantonment which was es tabl ished in  the year 1853
was under the charge of a Cantonment MapLstrate ,  w' o was in
charge Cf the c iv i l  adminis t ra t ion unto i 924 -p  ,
cantonment Act came in to  force.  The designation 0 t he
o f f i c i a l  was as pe r  the Act,  as then changed Cantonment
Execut ive  Of f i ce r .

The h i s to ry  of  Wellington Barracks dates back t c  the
f i r s t  half of 1 9th century.  Allen Indian Mail .mentions of
Lord Tweeddl© (1042-48) who se lec ted  Well ington,  t he  s i t e
for  barracks fo r  European Regiment, which was t c  be  s ta t ion
ed on the Hi l l s .  Major Cuchterim-y surveyed th • hills in
184 7 and recommended the present s a t e  ns .suite bl;■ n

summer r e so r t  fo r  the Br i t i sh  troopa.  In 1052, f . , -  n? r  c f

the death c f  the I ron  Duke, S i r  Richnlfl Armstrong, the
then Commander-in-ohief, suggested to  change the nnmo. t o
Wellington i n  honour  cf  th is  rreat sc  I d l e r . - ’
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The cons t ruc t ion  o f  the barrack was finally sanction-
ed by  the D i r ec to r s ,  i n  July 1851 ,  and was duly ca r r ied  cu t
in  '1852 and completed i n  1360  and ano ther  block was added in
1876 .  Oap t ,  Francis ,  ass is ted by Can t .-Reilly, superintended
the  e r ec t i on  o f  the Barracks.  They also rendered vn.l-.nble
service  i n  laying on  t h -  pipeline fo r  water  supply  to t he
Barracks and improving the read  Eettighnt.

S i r  Fredric  Price in  h is  "Cctacanund - A Hi s to ry"  -
says t ha t  S i r  Char les  Trevelyan (fi-o-r rnor of  Madras from
28th March 1854-Bth  June 1360)  was responsible f c r  changing
the name o f  the Barrack s i t e  from Jacka ta l la  tc  Wel l ing ton .
The f i r s t  Regiment to  occuny the Barracks i n  1854  was 74th
High l ande r s ,  who were a very spor t ing  hard r iding s e t .  All
e f for t s  were made t c  p rov ide  ve ry  bes t  f ac i l i t i e s  f c r
accommodat ion ,  water  supply and sani tat ion.  The Barracks,
when comple t ed ,  was  v iewed as  a model by a number c f  v i s i t -
ing  eng inee r s ,  who came from place far  and nea r .  Sir William
Den i son ,  on 4th July 1864 ,  ’.nisi t ed  the h i l l s  and turned his
a t t en t ion  almost  exc lus ive ly  t o  the  barracks n t  We l l i ng ton . 4

From 1854 un t i l  the Mutiny broke cu t  and interfered, t i e
74th Highlanders kep t  a pack  o f  fox  hounds  a t  i - e l l ?  von
which  hun ted  one day a week a t  Ooiacammund. From 18'59 t o
1665  the 60 th  R i f l e s  nt  the same Cqntonrmnt naint-.  i i  nd a
bobbery  nnck  which, came over now and again.

Above the Barracks are the  Off icer ' s  bun j l cw ,  ccns -
n i cuous  among them being the Commandant's on the t op  c f  the
Hi l l  above the  foun ta in ,  a po in t  whore half n dozen  mads
mee t .

When Europeans first s e t t l ed  011 the  p l a t eau  the
great demand fo r  f i rewood and building mate r ia l  resulted
in  much reckless  fel l ing o f  the pholns near Ootacnmiu;! -md
Ccnncor ,  and government made ea r ly  e f fo r t s  to cheek  the
mischief .

They inse r ted  a clause in  the t i t l e -deeds  of  land
granted by then requiring the  rrnr.t t c  p l an t  a sapl ing for
every tree he  f e l l ed ;  an ’  i n  1<?37 th->y d i roo ted  thrr in
future no  t r ees  .should be ou t  down wivhin t he  mi l i t  ry
l imi t s  o f  Cctacanund without  soc i a l  s anc t ion ,  w' . ic was
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never t o  be granted unless, the t rees  were ne i ther  ornamental
nor- .useful  as  p ro tec to r s  of springs. Ne i the r  r u l e  d id  much
good, apparently; and about  1852 a conservancy establishment
of  a forester and s ix  peons was sanctioned.

In 1853 the  systematic planting of blackweod and wat t le
was begun in the neighbourhood of Wellington by Col .Lun and
the blue gun t rees  which grew* up to  a great height  were *
in t roduced  by Capt.F.CCTTCN, CHAPLAIN MORGAN imported a
qua l i ty  of b lue  am seed from Australia,  set  t o  work to  sow
some o f  i t  on a de f in i t e  plan on the Tudor Hall Estate,  and
d i s t r i bu t ed  the r e s t  among the s e t t l o r s  on the H i l l s . "
S i r  William Denison,  the then Governor of  Madras, ordered
the plantation of  b lue  p m t r ee s  fo r  •Tood fue l  i n  abundance.
He was a l so  ins t rumental  i s  establishing Government Cin-
cohna p lan ta t ions .  Tea, coffee  and nulbery plants thrived

in  and around Ootacanr.und even as  ear ly  as  1832.  However,
the first  t e a  garden was planted a t  Octacammund in  1:363, nt
Belmont, as a forerunner  to the many prosperous t ea  e s t a t e s ,
which camo in to  ex i s tence  subsequently. The Benue f c r ? s t
in  the North West Corner of  Wynaud cont r ibuted  the g- 'cuter
par t  of the t imber  for the Wellington barracks.

Besides Coonocr and Ootacaffitnund , there are s t a t i ons  a t
Wellington, the Cord i te  Fac tory ,  Keti and Lnvedale.  l . o
grea ter  part  of  the work had been  carried ou t  on contract
by the 61s t  and 64th ‘Pioneers,  who e s t ab l i shed  camps near
and Half way house a t  hove dale and in  Mettuchari i t s e l f .

The reg iments  rece ived  Payment fo r  work done a t  trie
contract  rates and from th i s  were required to meet n i l
extra expenditure incurred i r  connection with their
employment, inc luding the cos t  of  transport, ex t r a  c lo th-
ing ,  repair  and maintenance o f  too ls  and wear and tear cf
tents .

In  January 1045, T.G. 'Taylor F .R .S .  the Company's
astronomer as  addressed to the Government fo r  an obaon-
vatory;?  and meteorological observat ions were f i r s t
sc ien t i f i ca l ly  conducted a t  Cotaoamund us far back as
January 1047 in  a building s i t ua t ed  on the top  cf  Dod -
be t t a  which,  i n  accordance w i th  the wish of  the D i r ec to r s .



had been e r ec t ed  fo r  the purpose  under  the Super in tendence
of  Mr .  T .G. Tay lo r ,  in  accordance wi th  orders passed by ?ovem-
men t  in  August  1866 ,  an  obse rva to ry  was next  onened a t
Wel l ington  unde r  the care o f  the  cantonment su rgeon ,  and
obse rva t ions  began i n  1870 .  For  many years, Wel l ington
con t inued  to  be  t he  only me teo ro log i ca l  observation on the
Ni lg i r i s .  The c l ima te  o f  We l l i ng ton ,  having d i f fe red  cons ider -
ably from that  of  Ootacam.nund, Government 1896 adopted the
v iew of  the Me teo ro log i ca l  Repor ter  t o  the Government of
Ind i a  t ha t  observat ions  bo th  a t  Wellington and or. the top
of Bcdabe t t a  would d i s c lo se  resu l t s  of  much va lue ,  more
e spec i a l l y  w i th  r e f e r ence  t o  t he  South West Monscon; but
f inancia l  s t r ingency  prevented fur ther  ac t ion  un t i l  1900-1901 .

The f i r s t  municipal e f for t  tc. be t t e r  the water  supply
to  the Cantonment was s t a r t ed  ir. 1871 .  The channel  i n
ques t i on  through Cconoer  ran through cinchona and tea
e s t a t e s ;  and t o  preserve i t  f rer  po l lu t i on  a t  such  points
i t  was found tha t  expensive add i t i ona l  works  were  necessary
which would ferine t he  cos t  of  Rs .1 ,09 , 800 .  In  1899 ,  t he re -
fo re ,  e s t ima tes  were  prepared fo r  an  alternative achene
which u t i l i z ed  the pu re r  and larger s t ream,  eno of  the two
branches  o f  which  f ed  the  Wellington Cantonment.  In 1906,
a tank waQ cons t ruc t ed  in  the  v i c in i t y  o f  the  Cantonrent
o f f i ce  and wa te r  supply was made through n ipes .

The ques t i on  o f  e r ec t ing  a place o f  wer sh i 1' i n  the
Cantonment  was f i r s t  r a i sed  as  ea r ly  n s  1354 ,  bu t  as  the
plans  for the  barracks inc luded  two rooms fo r  be in  • uti l ised
fo r  d iv ine  s e rv i ce  and the  Cconoor  church had j u s t  been
f in i shed ,  the ma t t e r  was d ro rned .  Sul on representa t ion
from the chap la in s  i n  1885 ,  funds were found fo r  the  -work.
The bu i ld ing  was des igned  by Major  Momnt ,  R . - J . ,  n<? ..ad
bu i l t  the chance l  a t  Coonoor and was then the  c orSnil  t i ng
a rch i t ec t  of  the  Government , and was f inished in 18c ' .
Thus came the f i r s t  Anglican church, n t  Wellington , the
ga r r i son  (S t . George ’s )  chu rch .

The Roman Catholic church,  S t .  Jo seph ’ s  was a l so
des igned  by Ma jo r  ( t hen  co lone l )  Me r an t  and t he  bu i ld ing
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was cQianleted in 1368.

Sri Subrainaniyaswami temple ,  -constructed nea r  t he
bartacks during 1949/50 is  a valuable contribution made by
the cen t r e  to the contonment and i t  adequate ly  meets the
rel igious requi rements  of the Hindu Jaw-ns and also the
local c iv i l i ans .  A big mosque i s  loca t ed  in the midd le  of
Well ington town, on CoonoQr - Wellington main road .  I t  i s
an old masque r ebu i l t  during 1910/11

The barracks served as  the home for  many famous
•Br i t i sh  Regiments. Sone of them, which were s ta t ioned in
these  Barracks., s i nce  the beginning f t h i s  century ,  are
l i s t ed  below ■>

(a )  Cheshir.e Regiment
(b )  2nd Dcrcestshire  Regiment
( c )  Border Regiment
(d)  Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire L . I .
( e )  2nd Buffs
( f )  N.M.B( Nilgiris  Malabar Battalion)
(g )  Furlough Recreation camp
(h)  Leinster  Regiment ( I r i sh)
( i )  Suffclf Regiment
( j )  Lancaster Fusiliers
(k )  Uls te r  Rif les
( l )  Somerset L . I .
(m) Kings own Royal Regiment
(n) Innskilling Fusi l iers
( o )Worcoskshire Regiment
(n )  31 Indian Cohvelescou t Bupct(lCD)
(q )  Naval camp
( r )  Madras Regimental center-.

Hunts  and horse races were the favourite spo r t s  i .  r i <
in  the early days .  Later on,  with the establish . t f
gyrtkhautt c lub ,  at  Ootacamund and Wellin - ton ,  L ..... . . .
Badminton, Bridge and Ball Room d&rces w-re’ t he ' f aV0?"
ur i te  recreations of the Bri t ish Regiments

. 1 904-1 906

. 1 906-1 908

. 1 908-1 910
• • 1910-1  912
. 1 919-191-i
- 1914-1915
• 15'3-19'13
• i 919-'  921
• 1921 - ,623
- 1923-’ ?27
• 1927-1 9S'-
• 1931-1934
• 1934-  sv ;
• 1937-19-52
• i 942-19 U
• 1944- .  94“
• 1916-1 917
• 1947 to  da t e



7

A cadet  co l l ege ,  acc oniricda ted  in  the present  M.R. C.
Chi ldren  s choo l ,  func t ioned  during the f i r s t  wor ld  war.

L t .Cc l .GAI  Sanders was t he  f i r s t  cen t re  commandant
o f  the Reg inen t ,  r a i s ed  in  Madukarai i n  1942 .  .The Regiment
owes a s ense  o f  gratuitude to Col .JRH Tweed fo r  h i s  f e re -  ’
s ight  and achievement  in  ge t t i ng  Wel l ing ton  as  the loca t ion
fo r  the cen t r e . "S i r  Archibold Nye,  t he  then Governor o f
Madras,  and the c o lcne l - in -ch ie f  cf  t he  Regiment ,  was
great ly  r e spons ib l e  for  a l lo t ing  the  Barracks accommodation

1?to  the cen t r e .  “ .Lady Nye played an. equally memorable ro le
in  organis ing  thd wel fa re  cent re  a t  the  pew loca t ion .

The Madras Regiment i s  the f i r s t  Indian Regiment  t o
occupy  the  Barracks from 25 th  Feb .  1947 ,  along with the
Records and t he  off ice  of  the  PAO of  the Reg imen t .

The f i r s t  commandant o f  t he  cen t re  in  t he  new Home
was Col.JRH Tweed, fo l lowed  by L t .  Ce l .Sco t t  i n  July 1947 .
The f i r s t  Indian commandant o f  the centre  was L t . Co l .  CF. DE
SOUZA who took  over on 17 th  February 1948 .

The p r ide  o f  the Barracks is  the love ly  centre  open
squa re ,  where a l l  the parade are  carr ied ou t .  As t he  Barracks
a re  the  p r ide  o f  Well ington,  the  pa rade  square i s  the p r ide
of  the Barracks,  adding d ign i ty  and g randeur  t o  tne cen t r e .
The wes te rn  wing  i s  occup ied  by the Off ices  c f  the command-
ant  and o ther  o f f i ce s  of the  cen t r e .  The Eastern wing i s
occupied by the Records .  The o the r  wings o f  th-- Barracks
are  used t o  accommodate o ther  ranks and various comn.any
o f f i ce s  .

The Of f i ce r s '  Mess ,  with i t s  we l l  l a id  Lawn tenuis
cour t  and a B i l l i a rd  room, moot the r equ i remen t s  o f  the
o f f i ce r s .  The JOOS Mess and the NCC's Mess are adequa t e ly
fu rn i shed .

There are excel lent  f ac i l i t i e s  fo r  all  forms of  ou t -
doo r  and f i e ld  spor t s  and games.  A gymnasium bu i l t  a long
wi th  the ba r r acks ,  the Habibullah Hockey ground , t he
Rajendra  Singh  j i • s t ad ium wi th  i t s  t racks  for  spo r t s  events ,
foo tba l l  g round and c r i cke t  p i t ch  adequa te ly  serve the
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purpose .  Lt .Col .B3 Soronha, MO. U grettly r i s ib le  fo r
the construction of the stadi®, «herena l t .Oo l .SM oayeed
„„  instrumental in improving the Hockey ground.  filing-
ton has a gymkhana of its ow  which pfcvides a healthy
recreat ion t o  i t s  members, The facil i t ies fo r  o ther
recreat ions a re  ne t  lacking. The Kil imanjaro Hall  bu i l t  in
1910 exhibi ts  f i lm  shows fo r  all ranks in English,  Hindi
and o ther  regional languages. A family welfare  cen t re  i s
functioning under  t he  arrangements of the cen t re .

The MRC war memorial Associat ion has been formed
with a view to  award scholarships  to the ch i ld r en  of
serving as  we l l  a s  -ex-Serviceraen of the Reg iment . ' ' ’

The Cantonment board runs i t s  own primary s choo l .
However, Coonoor provides faci l i t ies  fo r  high schoo l
educat ion S t .  J o seph ' s  Col lege,  S t . Joseph ' s  conven t ,
S t . Antony's High School and Municipal s choo l s  are the  other
Educat ional  Ins t i tu t ions .  ®i© famous Lawrence schoo l  a t
Lovedale p rov ides  military training, in add i t ion  to  h igh
school  educa t ion .  The MRC school  was s t a r t ed ,  i n i t i a l l y ,
at  Madukarai on 25th February 1947. Later on when the
centre moved to  Wellington, i t  was e lse  sh i f t ed .

Another important Defence es tab l i shment  namely Defence
Se rv i ce  Staff co l l ege  was sh i f t ed  from Quetta t o  Welling-
ton after pa r t i t i on .  The f i rs t  s ta f f  course  was s ta r ted
wi th  a small batch of  s tuden t s .  The col lege  has a we l l
s tocked and un to  da t e  library. To provide hea l thy  r ec rea t i ons ,
many genes and spo r t s  are organised.  There are exce l l en t
f ac i l i t i e s  fo r  enter ta inments .  There i s  good theatre
available in  the co l l ege  Premises both for f i lms  and
dramatic performances .

The supply Depot buildings near the Wellington
Railway Station care into existence,  alongwith the Barracks
in  1856.  The Mil i tary  Hospital buildings wefe constructed
in 1897/98.  During the world war I I ,  additional structures

17were e r ec t ed .  The present  c iv i l  hospital was built in  1905-
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Tlie Mil i tary  Dairy faro cane into ex i s t ence  in  1945 ,  wi th
a few temporary s t ruc tu re s . 1 " Permanent bu i ld in  ;s were
e rec ted  in  1 945 .  The Cantonment Board i n t roduced  electr ici ty
in ' 19J91 . The Cantonment cemetry was opened in  1852 and
enlarged in  1877 .

Despi te  t he  g lo r ious  war  r eco rd ,  both a t  hone and
ab road ,  the names of the  mu l t i t ude  c f  Thambis who and laid
down the i r  l i ve s  fo r  the g lo ry  c f  -the Regiment and the i r
coun t ry  had ne t  been  remembered o r  acknowledged pub l i c ly .

As fo r  t he  word ' Thanbi  1 i t  means younger brother  In  mi l i -
tary pa r l ance ,  ' Thambi ' has cone  t c  denote the Madrassi , the
Jawans o f  the Madras regiment. In  1949 a dec i s ion  was ,  there-
fo re ,  t aken  t c  e r ec t  a su i t ab l e  wor  memoria l  i n  memory of
those  o f f i ce r s  and men who had  l a id  down the i r  l ives  for
the  Reg imen t s .  Accordingly, a prominent s i t e  was s e l ec t ed
a t  the func t ion  of  s i x  roads and mans fo r  acquir ing the land
and fo r  cons t ruc t ing  a memorial  were  taken un .  Die Govern-
ment  o f  Ind i a  made the Madras Regimental Centre the grantee
of  982 squa re  f ee t  c f  Land, a t  We l l i ng ton  cantonment, fcr the
purpose  c f  e r ec t i ng  a war Memorial. 20 The war  Memorial i s
l oca t ed  a t  the entrance of  t he  Defence Serv ices  Staff
Co l l ege .  I t  was  unvieled by L t .Co l .SM,  Srinagesh , the f i r s tO )
Indian colonel  o f  t he  Regiment on  1 s t  Co t .  1951 . "  On t he
eas te rn  f ace  c f  the  square  base  c f  the war Memorial  i s  found
a brass p l a t e  shewing the names  o f  Of f i ce r s ,  JCOS and o the r
Rankscf  the Reg imen t ,  who made supreme sac r i f i ce s ,  dur ing
world war I I .  The f i r s t  Madras Regiment Memorial  nlsque
was unvei led  i n  S t . George ' s  ( ga ry i son )  Church ,  We l l i ng ton ,
on 30th January 1972  by Cc l .HS  Bedi , cen t re  ccmmardant.
The wreath h i ther  to  annually l a id  a t  t he  cadent co l lege
"Ro l l  cf  honour. Beard"  in  t he  church ,  is  new being laidpa
annually n t  the foo t  c f  this p laque.

w When the- Barracks came i n to  ex i s t ence ,  bunglows were
cons t ruc t ed  by nr ivnte  i nd iv idua l s ,  f c r  p rov id ing
accommodat ion t o  the  f ami l i e s  of m i l i t a ry  o f f i ce r s .
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The train s e rv i ce s  were f i  s t  introduced in  1909 .  Wi th
the  arrival o f  t r oops ,  the c iv i l ians  from far and near  by
places  s ta r ted  pouring in ,  wi th  the in ten t ion  t o  -n.-ce a
l i v ing .  Wel l ington town,  Hosp i t a l  Cherry - Manalkaracherry
and o the r  smal l  neighbouring vi l lages t hus  cane i n to
ex i s t ence ,  near ly  130 years ago .

The English p ioneers ,  thus added ano the r  feather
in  the  Cap o f  the Ni lg i r i s  by es tabl i sh ing  the  Cantonment
a t  Wel l ing ton ,  indeed a p r ide  far Tamil Nadu, and many
more fea thers  t hey  added through the i r  i nnova t ing  and
sc i en t i f i c  gen ius .
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Eden  wro te  t o  Campbell that  more than one l eade r  had
threatened that  the movement would be  "short  and swif t"  and
','the dec l a red  intention o f  t he  Congress i s  t o  throw into i t
all  the  non-violent s t r eng th  accumulated in  the past  20 yea r s . " 4

Gandhi a l so  made i t  c l ea r  that "non-violence i s  t he  bas is  o f
th i s  movement ."5  The Congres s  l eaders  thought that t he  Quit
India Movement was their final struggle i n  which all c lasses
of  peop le  were  called upon t o  join..  The " i t ems  o f  programme"
contained s ix  s tages  and "arranging labour  s t r ikes"  was given
the third p lace .  ° I t  vias concerned only with the ending o f
British Huie i n  India. Gandhi, unlike t he  ea r l i e r  phages of
t he  s t ruggle ,  a ked the  indust r ia l  workers t o  jo in  the Quit
India  Movement „ '

Immediately after t he  Bombay Ses s ion ,  Gandhi and all
the o the r  members o f  the  Working Committee courted arrest .
The Indian National Congress  and i t s  a f f i l ia ted  organisations
were  dec l a r ed  unlawful ,® This  had an  e lectr i fying e f fec t
throughout India .  In  the  Madras Pres idency ,  the Provincial
Congres s  Commit tee  ins t ructed i t s  fo l l ower s  t o  organise liar tai s
and t o  impede  the  war e f fo r t s  of t he  government .  The govern-
ment of  Madras ac ted  a t  once  and the Congres s  bod ie s  were
dec l a red  i l legal .  Bes ides ,  many Congres s  l e ade r s  were
a r r e s t ed  and impr i soned .  5 Public r eac t i on  t o  this was imme-
dia te  and spontaneous in  t he  Tamil d i s t r i c t s .  On the one- hand,
they arranged meet ings ,  obse rved  hal t .-,1s and organised s t r ikes
and on the  o the r ,  peop le  including industr ial  workers  indulged
in  ac t s  o f  sabotage and arson .

On 10  August 1 942 ,  the  Governor o f  Madras repor ted
as  fo l l ows : 1 ®

" AT PRESENT FOUR SMALL PRINTING PRESSES, TWO SMALL
• VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS, TWO SMALL FACTORIES AND FCUR

OF LARGE COLLEGES IN MADRAS ARE ON STRIKE, BUT
THERE HAS BEEN NO RIOTING OR HART Al, GENERALLY.

I t  should be  no t ed  that t he  indus t r ia l  workers in
Madras did no t  take ac t i ve  part in  t he  Quit India Movement in
the early days .  The Movement gained momentum when the govern-
ment a r res ted  Trade union l eaders .  Like Gandhi and the Congres s
High Command, Giri ,  ex- labour  min i s t e r  (1 937-1939) ,  was  opposed
to  involvement of the industrial workers in  t he  previous
po l i t i c a l  ag i t a t i ons .  But when Gandhi launched the Quit Ind ia
Movement, Giri d i s t r ibu ted  pamphlets among the  workers  -inciting
them to  j o in  the  movement.  "He  also planned t o  bring about
a general s t r i ke . 11 Ho po in t ed  out t o  the  •workers that the t ime
had come fo r  "immediate ac t ion  " t c  d r ive  out the British f rom
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The pr ices  of  food s tuffs  had risen abnormally and i t  was
neither exaggeration nor unreasonable tha t  the cond i t i on  of
a poor labour was intolerably bad. He had t o  undergo untold
miser ies  and so  poverty-striken was -his family that he  was
being reduced t o  a miserable l ife.

C-reat i t  was the loan burden fo r  the past  six months,
/to-day sorrows owing t o  increase
J On the other hand, t he  mill-*

I t  could be ascertained from
greater st i l l  were the day-=
of p r ices  of food stuffs.
owners earned huge p ro f i t s ,
the following table;

X<3
rate of  shares .Table showing market

Name of the Kill Share amount Market r a t e

1 938 1 94?

Kaleeswarar Mills 100 261 373

Coimbatore Spinning and J
Weaving Mills I 50 26 1 25 /2

Lakshmi Mills 50 56 130
Rnjalakshmi Mills 50 53/2. 127 /2
Radhakrishna Mills 100 135 2.58/2

The Textile Workers Union pointed out
p r i ces  of foodstuffs  had gone- up from 100 to
the outbreak  -of the war. K— iC uu, vj_<
ecus articles had also risen by over 100 pe r  cen t .  Thu
union argued that the demand of fifty per cent  dearness
allowance anj|. -ix month's bonus with effect from 1 June
justifiable. Yet the MtllowncxB decl ined  t o  meet t he
demands ">f the workers.

that
300 ■

; t he  average
percen t  s i nce

House r en t ,  clothing and miscellan-
"" • Thus the

was

On 8 tugust 1942, the Southern India Millowners
Associrjfcon -wrote a letter t o  the District Magistrate of
Coimbatore, airing a note of caution about the frequent
strikes by mill workers and their undesirable

&
IcTlowing the arrest of the leaders,

Movement gained momentum in Coimbatore. On
protec t  meetings were held in Coimbatore.4?
194-2. prominent trade- union 1 aders cl  CuxLiu-nure line
N.G. Ranaswami Naidu and lending Congressmen like Avanashi-
lingam Che-ttiar met at  Ondiputhur t o  decide the future course

consequences . -  '

the Quit India
On 9 August 1942 ,
7,0 On 12  Augwt

of Coimbatore l ike
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Again th i s  study clear ly shews that the part icip.at i  on
of the worke r s  in  the .movement was very such dependent on the
prevai l ing economic condi t ions .  The l eade r s  of” the workers ,
particularly the Congressmen utilised the powerful army of
industr ial  worke r s  t o  f r ee  the country from’ England.

Eirthcr, the par t ic ipa t ion  of workers in  t he  Quit
India Movement of  1942 was confine! t o  t he  workers of a
part icular  mill o r  a f ac to ry  o r  a articular centre and there
i s  l i t t l e  evidence t o  show that the workers o f  all industries
in  all  over the Pres idency  waged a common united action
against the Br i t i sh .  Even in  a part-i-cnlar oentre. , a- ?<«t-ion
against t-he British. Even in  a particular cent re ,  a s ec t ion
of  workers  t ook  no  part in  the  movement duo to ideologica l
considerat ions .  For instance., while the Congress-minded
workers  of  Singanallur and Ondiputhur vigorously par t ic ipa ted
in  the  Quit India Movement in  Coimbatore ,  t he  Communist
comt ro l l ed  workers in  t he  town mi l l s ,  under  the Communist
l eadersh ip ,  condemned t he  activities o f  t he  Singanallur
workers .  Yet another important point i s  that eventhough,
Madura was a s t rong centra of Quit India Movement;, the pro-
management s tand o f  Varadarajulu Naidu prevented the workers
from taking part  in  the  Movement. In  short ,  t he  w-rking
c l a s s ,  l ike  any other  s ec t ion  of  t he  Soc i e ty ,  contributed
their  own share t n  the Indian  National Liberat ion Movement.

**  **  *«■
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In  1914 ,  she  married Dr. Sundara Reddi B.R.O. S.  , a
brilliant doc to r .  _ Very early in  l i f e ,  she became
in te res ted  in  social  service and wanted t o  wort, for
the welfare  of  women and children. She became one
o f  the g rea t e s t  social  worke r .

Muthulqkshmi Reddi ,  a s  member of  the Madras
Legislat ive Council  - 19 2(S to  1932 :

Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddi became the  f i r s t  wortta
member o f  the  Madras Leg is la t ive  Counci l  from 1? ! - -
1930 .  She was  unanimously e l ec t ed  by  t he  council1
members to  o f f i c i a t e  as  i t s  deputy pres iden t .  She
took  a l ead ing  part in  t he  l eg i s l a t i ve  programme o f
the c ounci l  and was  instrumental in  t he  pass ing  of
two Ac t s  for  the abo l i t i on  o f  the devadasi sys tem
and for  the  c lo su re  o f  brothels and protection to
minor girls. She brought amendments t o  the Chi ld ren ' s
Act  and worked for tie creat ion of  health Schoo l s  and
ch i ld ren ' s  ward .  A l so ,  she  was gn active campaigner
for the Sarda Ac t  which was  passed by  the central
legislature -Mrs .  Reddi a l so  became the f i r s t  Alder
woman o f  the Madras c i ty  corpora t ion  for two yea r s
where she  .evinced great interest  in  beggar p rob lem,
child educat ion and ch i ld  wel fare .

Child Marriage

Evils o f  child marr iages:

The p rac t i ce  of  giving away gir ls  in  marriage
a t  the age  o f  6 to  10 was  respons ib le  for many abuses
and’ exploi ta t ion o f  women. Child marriages adversely
a f f ec t ed  the hea l th  end well being of  girls. Child
marriages were  r e spons ib le  for very  low r a t e  of  female
l i t e racy  in  India .  Early marriage and earl . ' ’  con summation
cur ta i led  the freedom o f  t he  girl .  Be fo re  sh  ) cr ld
enjoy the  ca re f ree  l i fe  o f  youth she was compel led  t o
become a mother .  Child marriages were  r e syons .h l e  for
high r a t e  o f  infant mortal i ty in  India .  Bet ter  social
s ta tus  for women i s  a neces s - ry  p i e - r equ i s i t e  for  the
coun t ry ' s  p rogress .  The Ind ian  leaders  had  early
rca l i sed  the  impor tance  o f  improving the  l i fe  and cond i t ions
o f  women through p re sc r ib ing  minimum age for maviiage
by  legislating About the evils o f  ch i l d  marriage
Gandhi j i  s a id :



. .nation of child Ke:

that in the opinion of the council legislation raising a
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The aim of -this institution is  to protect all,
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CONCLUSION;

Dr. Muthulakshmi Redd! was one o f  the greatest
women of  twentieth century. She had many f i r s t ’ s
to her  credit-the first woman to  study medicine,  t he
first woman- to  be  a member >f the legis lature,  the
first  alder woman in  Madras corporation and first
women deputy president o f  - legis la ture  in  India.

Cn the whole, we can say, living in  st irr ing
t imes,  she broke all conventions and became a pioneer
in  social reform and National-  unity.  She was crusader
for  women's rights,  and her unstinted hard work and
devotion to  whole the social and poli t ical  emancipation
of women should be placed on record .

Foot notes :

1 .  Su’shila Mehta, Revolution and' the status of  women
in  India. Nev? Delhi :  Metropolitan Book company,
1982, page-58.

2. Str i ,  Dharma Vol.XI,- April 1928,  Page-2.

3 .  G.0 .No.149 Law general department 17 .  1. 1928,f?i1U0

4 .  Avvai Home school calender  1989-,1990 ,  page-10

5 .  Women's Indian 'Assoc ia t ion  (Solden Jubilee celebration)
Magazine - 1917 to 19b7 .  Page 2 .

6 .  Ibid,  Page 6 .
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rf)/7>5gjQ; G aTsvuJ atnaadr iuc nju u pji urr .iT&a ui

ji i_fiU4.a.m am G w QarreiicnuLiiL cuogifispa, .

©aaejacv&jS tv UGsfqn i L>r7-y&ntjq GifjPfi rraffi Saarro; rrdisi.fi)

3344  rriLaai QeuuafluuuL.Q), ©uuEfl Q rrLjT fl)u5)up©

ao  DS .  CiDfijfo, q geu j  auQjua/f ; ?9  qafi&wassm au i -QwuqiS  •
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3 87  r Jk->j ■ yvj.fi) gaiestoa fwn aTr Q<?uJ& apr.-t  ejnairrir. guucfl ib

Gl@tTutjs& pau_£)L£)Si aa elfos? . sfi'kurf aac-.jati <? Lu ' s  irnia a’tj.a

errs j5i_fl.'u).<£tn« <n QacuuL®

1«  terra L.i_g faE’6T;«n u iei ~ na> a igM,.a  G ckrreutu

<tf taupp U)ir&, OOTSiadl up/fr sioHfiC1/ Lirffe . ia  C .''.pClc.tT£TienLiuiL(b ~ e£ip& .

tfufesliai G)rj& moL. 6j !£>. inrrffii)rri a), fa ” • •* S»
■C sY’1 -4 — z ~y *.

OfrffljaL liZCufj ■s’toDfiSL. s i r e ,  pp'.'Qv.. c'w Qs®, ffostfrZ ivp&Ui

Q t~>rrQf»T ‘ '•' '*-rv fT 9 - ■ 7

■Si &rr&iT iBLJTs lJ (s*UT <5fR.rruS mi_A 'iuuiTCuuj a tHadi (Jra;i

Gjsrr<LfTLjG)arT snuuu(t> jj a Q auuL. (b  pes •

gl&Ftf iDrro.iLL ffQ3.siai 2urrjrrrLi_ E rjrra auiJ uu  iueu

Giupp  Q.sT&.fSu.i Qs truTH Qatriitb £,aw (ra a t  <j&is.ch Cs<f.rf&3._ /jt_o.i!L<2 a>a

6TQX?'aUUL_Q>

GuEJie, u.'‘«-LJ- 4S£.-n<darruua S-jaa*!

. aiurr 20 .2  92  fisij 22 ,2 .92  stssta Ca.Tust. ra c - i  jjer.sa

a /jfeepCTfn u© «iftv uiUssApi Q d-.pQ&rri(b b.u auLJT£r ta.ff .rr >a

S® E- uLferTac nq  b uivfti&u rra, . a  safir f - / t  sn - r r ,

SjsirraaflL- p s  3ifl parra pfAssa. <s ..:<28u >».■.!!;£fi B©iS <y _.~Liu‘ jchcnrrir .

24 .2 .92  is/DhJuJ 25 .2 .92  '.: G f  -anftv ■jd&rruL.a

rjrrulff f) s-salinrirr s<3>arr&n,& utur-' • j pQ ."-raG s aa  uceaeryj.aipas

cv Hfca.tr Ga.@xnT<s z s>aizC!ui$n.-cnr.' ' ■. . (jn rrjTfti tr

f ls (p.appQn a Lftf’ctcn &fl3djrrrra cxn <akrr n araadl \ ;uq

uppii a t  j jaam GaaT '  j r r r i ,  s$ci& e ' s-prrei, trez- c ra

§jfnarr&ri- pa>Q ji tj ffrr i Gurrc-roGcv . atriLs a aaCturr iLs ir ,

inrroiCi mfir CptT(ip&. e. a!)u rraf ri (Cl uns  ) Guamur  r cus

arrGiiT Lfk4>u "|&.'Ta04nq th mpo-& urc’<sarr ia!_ ’ H> murrJLif
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G.prftv & $£$>§1 aHinrf/' u/y ftu t njr acfi Gsan  i

a jb&nn.  gjcit uu  uiuiasfftu urra;  <sa£CD5 iDL.-s-s'K' 13?.u u aieFftu

Up s&  tied ®otjq @/z$5C? siafdoaa pawOM aeca>&fi ip& & uyauiJe. .Ci

UL.L&. &juu£sa&i6Ti SluMfipsrra mi-nsfLJjel oj6trra®La Q&rri_rrL!

Qarrcn0-nuuL_(b

■Sdw.g’i io.Tfijili_j SaiorOT <s 5 n Si j ' r j .TUL tif’cra-s sni-iL' uui  ujcv

G)uff)gi • > : .7 Qsrri_(TqG5fTC3(b 6 55101Ujrra sifaj /jra<sta (?<s= srfi&G

jj(_fiJi£i.a(2j)<= e jQjasuuLcb aj(7j /D«i. s .rro)TGsist.Q) QQiu3iQa{T'3L-Ui

suL-t .TiL rr siev ssSsjehai «33<5u  GufTr/TilL. ef'jfTtf uar Qsrri_fTL/

QiDpG&rrcncnuuLa, ciffiun&isai j5t-au}.fiai« 67(bs uL/L(b ai (TwGssp®  .
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